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THE  LIFE  OF  SAINT  ANDREW. 


OT.  AJNDREW  was  born  in  Bethsaida, 
a  small  town  of  Galilee.  His  father 
was  Jonas,  or  John,  by  trade  a  fisherman ; 
consequently  he  was  St.  Peter's  brother. 
He  had  a  house  in  Capharnaum,  and  the 
Saviour  dwelt  with  him  whilst  he  was 
preaching  in  that  town. 

St.  John  Baptist  having  begun  to 
preach  in  the  desert,  Andrew  hastened 
with  a  burning  zeal  to  hear  his  instructions, 
and  desired  to  become  his  disciple,  with 
out  engaging,  however,  to  remain  with 
him  always.  One  day,  hearing  some  one 
say  to  the  holy  Precursor  that  Jesus 
Christy  who  was  then  coming  out  of  the 
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desert,  where  he  had  been  fasting  and 
praying  for  forty  days,  was  the  Lamb  of 
God,  and  his  faith  heing  enlightened  as  to 
the  meaning  ol  these  mysterious  words, 
ho  followed  the  divine  Saviour,  with 
another  disci [)le  of  Sb.  John,  who  is  not 
mentioned  in  the  Gospel.  They  hastened 
with  holy  ardor  to  where  Jesus  was,  and 
there  they  stayed  with  him  that  day  and 
night.  Oh !  who  can  tell  what  effect  was 
produced  in  Andrew's  heart  by  the 
instructions  of  Jesus  ?  He  acknowledged 
him  to  be  the  Messiah,  the  Redeemer  of 
the  world,  and  attached  himself  to  him 
for  evermore.     He  was  his  first  disciple. 

Andrew,  on  his  return,  met  Peter,  and 
revealed  to  him  the  joy  with  which  his 
heart  was  overflowing.    "  We  have  found,' 
he  exclaimed,  "  the  Messiah,  the  Christ 
promised  by  the  prophets."     Peter,  there- 

'^n,  would  see  the  Christ  and  speak  to 
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him,  and  Andrew  led  him  to  the  place 
where  he  had  found  him.  Nevertheless, 
the  two  brothers  did  not  attach  them- 
selves as  yet  wholly  to  the  Saviour ; 
they  contented  themselves  with  going  to 
him  frequently,  and  then  returned  to  theii 
calling  of  fishermen.  Thus  frequently  in 
his  society,  they  had  ample  opportunities 
of  witnessing  his  wisdom,  and  profiting  ^ 
by  his  lessons.  They  were  with  him  at 
the  marriage  in  Cana,  and  there  saw  him 
change  the  water  into  wine.  They  ac- 
companied  him  on  the  journey  that  he 
made  to  Jerusalem  to  celebrate  the  Pasch. 
About  the  close  of  the  same  year,  our 
Lord,  returning  from  lower  Galilee,  met 
the  two  brothers  engaged  fishing.  He 
called  them  to  him,  saying  he  would 
make  them  ^''fishei^s  of  meny  Thereon, 
urged  by  their  faith,  they  abandoned 
their  nets  to  devote  themselves  to  Jesu^ 

[31 
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"Ttus,''  remarks  St.  Chrysostom,  ^*the 
divine  Saviour  gave  them,  in  their  own 
persons,  a  proof  of  what  he  had  promised 
them ;  for  it  was  in  their  regard  that  he, 
for  the  first  time,  performed  the  function 
of  a  fisher  of  men^  inducing  them  to  leave 
the  world  by  his  word  and  heavenly 
doctrine." 

In  the  following  year,  our  Lord  formed 
the  college  of  the  Apostles,  and  the 
Evangelists  placed  Peter  and  Andrew 
over  the  others.  A  little  while  afterwards 
the  Saviour  visited  theu*  house  in  Caphar- 
naum,  where  they  besought  him  to  cure 
the  mother-in-law  of  Peter,  and  the  Lord 
complied  with  their  request.  Some 
months  afterwards,  Jesus  Christ,  being 
moved  to  compassion  by  the  sight  of  five 
thousand  people  who  had  foUowea  him 
into  the  desert,  and  who  were  famishing 
with  hunger,  asked  how  they  were  to  be 
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fed.  Andrew,  full  of  a  lively  faith,  answei^ 
ed  that  there  was  present  a  young  man  who 
had  ^ve  barley  loaves  and  two  fishes. 
tie  added  that  that  was  very  little  for 
such  a  multitude ;  but  he  never  doubted 
the  intention  of  Jesus  to  manifest  his 
omnipotence  on  this  occasion.  He  there- 
fore witnessed  the  miraculous  multiplica- 
tion of  the  loaves.  It  was  Andrew  who, 
in  his  zeal  to  make  Jesus  Christ  known, 
presented  to  him  some  Gentiles  who  had 
come  from  Jerusalem  to  have  the  bless- 
ing of  beholding  the  Saviour.  They 
had  been  in  communication  with  Philip, 
and  he  obtained  for  them  the  grace  they 
desired. 

After  the  ascension  of  our  Lord,  and 
the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the 
Apostles  separated  to  go  and  preach  the 
Gospel.  Andrew  went  to  evangelize 
Scythia,   the   kingdom    of    Poutus,    and 

[5] 
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many  otlier  countries.  The  most  constant 
tradition  is  that  he  gave  his  life  for  the 
faith  at  Patras,  in  Achaia.  It  is  related 
of  the  Saint  that,  on  seeing  his  cross  at  a 
distance,  he  exclaimed,  "  I  salute  thee,  0 
cross  !  consecrated  by  the  blood  of  my 
jrod.  I  approach  thee  with  joy  ;  receive 
jae  in  thine  arms.  O  salutary  cross  !  how 
-ong  have  I  sought  and  desired  thee  !  My 
hopes  at  last  are  crowned.  May  he  who 
expired  on  thee  to  ransom  me,  receive  me 
through  thee  !  "  Such  are  the  sentiments 
that  should  animate  all  those  wlio  desire 
sincerely  to  belong  to  Jesus  Christ.  They 
have  no  other  means  of  proving  them- 
selves to  be  his  true  disciples. 

St.  Andrew's  love  of  the  cross  has  caus- 
ed many  religious  associations  to  select 
him  for  their  model  and  protector.  "  The 
whole  wild,"  says  Bossuet,  "must  adore 
the  cross.    Its  empire  shall  have  no  limits; 
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it  will  extend  its  dominion  to  the  re- 
motest religions,  to  the  furthest  islands, 
and  to  nations  as  yet  unknown.  Oh ! 
what  a  glorious  sight,  to  see  barbarians 
and  Greeks,  Scythians  and  Arabs,  and  all 
the  peoples  of  the  world,  constituting 
a  new  kingdom,  whose  law  shall  be  the 
Gospel,  and  whose  standard  shall  be  the 
cross.  Rome  herself,  that  mighty  city, 
after  having  been  so  long  drunk  with  the 
blood  of  saints  and  martyrs  of  Jesus — 
Kome,  the  mistress,  sliall  bend  her  head 
before  it.  She  will  extend  her  conquests 
furthei  by  the  cross  than  she  ever  did  by 
her  arms;  and  we  will  behold  more  honor 
given  to  the  tomb  of  the  poor  fisherman 
than  was  ever  given  to  the  temple  of  her 
Romulus.  You,  ye  Caesars,  shall  come 
hither  too.  Jesus  will  shatter  at  liis  feet 
the  majesty  of  your  empire.  Constantine, 
the   victorious   emperor,  at  the  moment 

m 


THE    LIFE   OF   ST.    ANDREW. 

marked  out  by  Providence,  shall  lift  the 
standard  of  the  cross  above  the  Roman 
eagles.  By  the  cross  he  shall  vanquish 
tyrants;  by  the  cross  he  shall  give  peace 
to  the  empire ;  by  the  cross  he  will 
strengthen  his  house ;  the  cross  shall  be 
his  only  trophy,  because  he  will  fearlessly 
proclaim  that  it  has  given  him  all  his  vic- 
tories. Thou  hast  triumphed,  O  Jesus  ! 
and  thou  leadest  in  triumph,  captive  and 
trembling,  the  powers  of  darkness  behind 
thy  cross.  Thou  hast  subdued  the  world 
not  by  steel,  but  by  the  wood ;  for,  ah  !  it 
was  worthy  of  thee  to  vanquish  might  by 
weakness,  and  the  highest  by  the  low 
liest,  and  a  false  and  proud  philosophy 
by  sage  and  modest  folly.  Thus  hast 
thou  shown  that  nothing  is  weak  in  thy 
hands,  and  that  thou  makest  thunder- 
bolts out  of  whatsoever  thou  wiliest  to 
employ." 

[81 
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PEATER. 

St.  Andrew,  generous  friend  of  the 
cross  of  our  Lord,  thou  who  hast  embrac* 
ed  it  with  so  much  ardor,  and  who,  after 
the  example  of  thy  divine  Master,  has  be- 
dewed it  with  thy  blood ;  obtain  for  us 
by  thy  prayers,  that  like  thee  we  may 
love  the  cross,  the  instrument  of  our  sal- 
vation, and  carry  it  as  our  Lord  com- 
mands in  the  Gospel,  till  at  length,  borne 
upon  it  ourselves,  we  may  an  ire  without 
peril  in  eternal  beatitude. 
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"pETER,  son  of  Joua,  and  brother  of 
St.  Andrew,  was  born  at  Bethsaida, 
a  town  of  Galilee,  and  was  called  Simon. 
He  was  a  fisherman,  and  lived  with  his 
wife  and  his  mother-in-law  at  Caphar- 
naum,  on  the  western  extremity  of  the 
Lake  of  Genezareth.  Andrew  having 
heard  St.  John  the  Baptist,  (of  whom  he 
was  a  disciple)  declare  that  Jesus  Christ 
was  the  Messiah  promised  by  the  prophets, 
wished  to  see  him  and  hear  him.  He 
accordingly  went,  and  brought  with  him 
St.  Peter,  to  whom  our  Lord  immediately 
addressed  these  words :  "  Thou  art 
SimoD,  son  of  Jona:  thou  sh alt  be  called 
Cephas  "  ;  that  is  to  say,  Peter.     A  great 
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mystery  lay  hidden  beneath  these  words, 
as  we  shall  see  hereafter. 

St.  Peter  did  not  attach  himself  to 
Jesus  Christ  at  this  first  interview;  but 
he  visited  him  from  time  to  time,  and 
then  returned  to  his  ordinary  avocations. 
It  was  chiefly  owing  to  a  second  vocation 
that  he  became  more  particularly  a  dis- 
ciple of  Jesus  Christ.  One  day  while 
our  Lord  was  walkino^  on  the  bank  of  the 
Lake  of  Tiberias,  he  saw  two  boats,  the^ 
owners  of  which  were  on  the  strand  wash- 
ing their  nets.  Being  completely  sur- 
rounded by  the  crowd  that  followed  him, 
he  went  into  one  of  the  vessels  which  be- 
longed to  Simon,  and  then,  putting  off  a 
Bhort  distance  from  the  shore,  he  sat 
down  and  commenced  preaching  to  the 
multitude. 

After  finishing  his  discourse,  he  said  to 

Peter,  "Launch  out  into  the  deep  watoj" 
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and  cast  thy  Dets."  Simon  Peter  obeyed, 
and  instantly  the  two  boats  were  so  filled 
with  fish  that  they  were  nigh  being  sunk. 
Astonished  by  this  miracle,  the  son  of 
Jona  could  not  repress  the  transports  of 
his  faith  and  o;ratitude :  "  Lord,"  he  ex- 
claimed,  casting  himself  a^,  the  feet  of 
Jesus,  "  I  am  a  sinful  man ;  depai-t  from 
me."  James  and  John,  the  sons  of  Zebe- 
dee,  his  companions,  were  equally  enrap- 
tured at  sight  of  this  miracle.  Jesus, 
who  knew  their  inmost  thoughts,  then 
said  to  them :  "  Follow  me  :  hitherto  you 
have  been  fishermen ;  but  I  will  make  ye 
fishers  of  men."  Thenceforth  these  men 
of  simple  and  upright  heart  quitted  their 
nets  and  followed  him. 

Nor  was  it  long  till  Peter's  faith  met 
its  reward.  The  Redeemer  condescended 
to  visit  his  house,  where  he  found  his 
mother-in-law  lying   sick  of  fever.     He 
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who  rules  as  supreme  Lord  over  all  thinga 
touched  the  hand  of  the  infirm  woman ; 
and  lo  !  the  fever  vanished  ! 

Clement  of  Alexandria  tells  us  that  St. 
Peter  was  baptized  by  the  Lord  himself, 
and  that  he  was  the  only  one  who  receiv- 
ed this  signal  favor.  He  likewise  tells  us 
that  it  was  St.  Peter  who  baptized  An- 
drew, James,  and  John. 

From  the  day  on  which  St.  Peter  was 
called  to  the  apostolate,  he  became  inti- 
mately associated  with  his  divine  Master, 
and  never  left  him.  He,  therefore,  wit- 
nessed all  the  miracles  by  which  he  prov- 
ed his  heavenly  mission.  But  we  wili 
cite  only  those  in  which  the  Evangelists 
mention  his  presence. 
•  Having  wrought  the  great  miracle  of 
the  multiplication  of  the  loaves,  and  after 
having  dismissed  the  multitude,  who,  to 

attest  their  gratitude,  would  have  carried 
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him  off  and  proclaimed  him  their  king^ 
Jesus  ordered  his  disciples  to  go  into  a 
boat,  while  he  retired  alone  to  a  moun- 
tain to  pray.  Suddenly  a  tempest  sprang 
up  and  the  fragile  bark  with  its  crew 
was  on  the  point  of  being  whelmed  in 
the  raging  waters ;  but,  lo  !  at  the  fourth 
watch  of  the  night  Jesus  Christ  walka 
towards  them  on  the  waves.  The  appari- 
tion appalled  them,  and,  mistaking  him 
for  a  phantom,  they  uttered  a  cry  of 
horror :  "Be  of  good  heart,"  said  Jesus 
to  them,  ^'  'tis  I."  And  Peter,  making  an- 
swer, said :  "  Lord,  if  it  be  thou,  bid  me 
come  to  thee  upon  the  waters."  And  he 
said,  "  Come  " ;  and  Peter,  going  down 
out  of  the  boat,  walked  upon  the  water 
to  come  to  Jesus;  but  seeing  the  wind 
strong  he  was  afraid  ;  and,  when  he  began 
to  sink,  he  cried  out,  saying,  "  Lord,  save 
me."     And  immediately  Je^us,  stretching 
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fortli  his  hand,  took  hold  of  him,  and 
said,  "  O  thou  of  little  faith,  why,  dost 
thou  doubt  ?  "  They  both  then  entered 
the  boat,  and  the  tempest  ceased.  All 
those  who  were  present,  seeing  this 
miracle,  approached  Jesus,  and  adored 
him,  saying,  "  Thou  art  truly  the  Son 
of  God."  Peter,  certainly,  was  not  the 
last  to  confess  the  divinity  of  him  who 
commanded  the  winds  and  waves ;  but  a 
moment  was  approaching  in  which  he 
was  to  confess  him  still  more  openly. 

Jesus  Christ  had  now  come  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Caesarea  Philippi,  the 
last  town  of  Judea  on  the  north,  sitnnted 
at  the  foot  of  Mount  Hernu)]i,  a  portion 
of  the  chain  of  Lebanon.  Hert',  in  one 
of  those  familiar  interviews  in  which  he 
took  occasion  to  instrut-t  his  disciples,  he 
put  this  question  to  them :  "  Whom  do 
men  say  that  I  am  ?  "     "  Lord,"  they  an 
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Bwered,  "some  say  that  thou  art  John 
Baptist ;  others  that  thou  art  Elias ;  and 
others  that  thou  art  Jeremias,  or  some  one 
■)f  the  prophets."  "  And  you,"  resumed. 
Jesus,  "  whom  do  you  say  that  I  am  ? " 
"Lord,"  replied  Peter,  speaking  in  the 
name  of  all  the  disciples,  "  thou  art  Christ, 
the  Son  of  the  living  God."  "  Blessed  art 
thou,  Simon  Bar-Jona" — thus  spake  Jesus 
to  him — "  for  'tis  not  flesh  and  blood  that 
hath  revealed  this  to  thee,  but  my  Fathei 
who  is  in  heaven."  And  then,  to  recom- 
pense the  ardent  faith  of  the  prince  of  the 
apostles,  he  added :  "  And  I  tell  thee  that 
thou  art  Peter,  and  that  on  this  rock  1 
will  build  my  church,  against  which  the 
powers  of  hell  shall  never  prevail." 

On  this  memorable  day  in  which  the 
primacy  of  St.  Peter  was  so  evidently  es- 
tablished, this  was  not  the  only  favor 
bestowed  on  him  by  his  divine  Master. 

[7] 
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Having  now  been  constituted  tlie  funda- 
mental stone  of  the  terrestrial  church,  he 
was  appointed  to  lead  the  faithful  into 
the  heavenly  city,  for  Jesus  Christ  be- 
stowed on  him  the  keys  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven — in  other  words,  the  power  of 
loosing  and  binding.  In  a  word,  he  gave 
to  him,  as  well  as  to  the  other  apostles, 
the  power  of  remitting  or  retaining  sins  in 
confession,  and  this  power  was  to  be  trans- 
mitted through  them  to  their  successors. 
Meanwhile  the  time  was  nigh  at  hand 
in  which  the  Saviour  was  to  consummate, 
on  Calvary,  the  work  of  our  redemption. 
Desiring  to  prepare  his  apostles  for  this 
terrible  scene,  he  began  by  revealing  to 
them  that  he  must  go  to  Jerusalem,  where 
he  was  to  suffer  much  at  the  hands  of 
senators,  scribes,  and  priests ;  in  a  word, 
that  he  was  to  be  put  to  death,  and  that 
he  would  arise  three  days  afterwards. 

[8] 
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Peter,  listening  only  to  liis  love  for  hi  a 
divine  Master,  began,  according  to  the 
expression  of  the  Evangelist,  to  "  rebuke 
him,"  saying,  "  Lord,  that  shall  never 
happen  unto  thee."  On  hearing  this, 
Jesus  blamed  him  severely,  and.  reproach- 
ed him  for  having  taste  only  for  the  things 
of  earth. 

Peter's  fault  v\ras  truly  a  pardonable 
one,  for  it  sprang  from  love.  Si^  days 
afterw^ards,  says  the  Evangelist,  Jesus 
tookvs^ith  him  Peter,  James,  and  John  his 
brother,  and  conducted  them  up  to  a  high 
mountain,  which  is  commonly  believed  to 
be  Thabor.  There  he  was  transfigured 
before  them ;  his  countenance  became 
brilliant  as  the  sun,  ^nd  his  garments  as 
white  as  snow.  At  the  same  time  Moses 
and  Eli  as  appeared  and  conversed  with 
him.  On  witnessing  such  a  glorious 
spectacle,  Peter  could,  not  contain  his  ad- 
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miration  and  joy.  *^  Lord,"  he  exclaimed, 
•*  it  is  well  for  us  to  be  here ;  let  us  make 
three  tabernacles,  one  for  you,  one  for 
Moses,  and  one  for  Elias." 

Whilst  Peter  was  still  speaking,  a  lu- 
minous cloud  enveloped  Jesus,  Moses,  and 
Elias,  and  then  was  heard  a  loud  voice 
saying,  ^'  This  is  my  dearly  beloved  Son, 
hear  ye  him.''  At  sight  of  those  tran- 
scendent wonders,  the  apostles  were  over- 
whelmed with  a  sort  of  stupor,  and  they 
all  three  fell  with  faces  prostrated  on  the 
ground.  Jesus  then  approached  them, 
and  touching  them  with  his  hand,  said, 
"  Arise,  fear  nothing."  They  looked  about 
them ;  Moses  and  Elias  had  disappeared. 
The  first,  the  author  of  the  written  law ; 
and  the  second,  representing  the  prophets, 
or  rather  the  law  and  the  prophets,  in 
their  persons,  had  come  solely  to  render 
homage  to  the  superiority  of  the  new  law, 

[10] 
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Their  ministry  was  accomplished;  and 
now  no  one  was  to  be  heard  save  the  Son 
of  God  alone. 

The  Pasch,  the  greatest  of  all  the  Jew- 
ish festivities,  had  now  arrived.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  festival  was  to  symbolize 
everything  that  had  reference  to  the 
sacrifice  of  the  new  law  and  the  mystery 
of  the  world's  redemption.  When  night 
had  come,  says  the  sacred  text,  Jesus  sat 
at  table  with  his  twelve  disciples  to  cele- 
brate the  Pasch,  the  last  that  was  to  be 
celebrated  according  to  the  rite  instituted 
by  Moses,  and  the  first  in  which  the  true 
Paschal  Lamb  was  to  replace  that  which 
was  merely  its  figure.  Towards  the  close 
of  the  repast,  Jesus  laid  aside  his  garment, 
and  girded  himself  with  a  towel;  then, 
having  poured  water  into  a  basin,  he  wash- 
ed the  feet  of  his  disciples,  and  dried  them 
with  the  towel  wherewith  he  was  girded. 

[JiJ 


THE   LIFE    OF   ST.    PETEB. 

Astounding  as  was  this  act  of  humility, 
the  Evangelist  does  not  say  that  any  of 
the  disciples  except  St.  Peter  resisted  it. 
When  it  came  to  his  turn  to  have  his 
feet  washed,  he  thus  evinced  his  surprise  : 
*'  Lord,  thou  shalt  never  wash  my  feet !  " 
**  If  I  do  not  wash  thy  feet,"  replied  Jesus, 
*'thou  shalt  not  have  part  with  me." 
*'Lord,"  rejoined  St.  Peter,  with  all  the 
ingenuousness  of  a  happy  soul,  "  on  that 
condition  wash  not  only  my  feet,  but  my 
hands  and  head  likewise." 

Jesus  Christ  had  forewarned  his  dis- 
ciples that  one  of  them  was  about  to 
betray  him.  The  very  thought  of  this 
filled  him  with  sorrow,  and  he  then  bade 
them  adieu  tenderly,  and  exhorted  thera 
to  love  each  other  affectionately,  as  he 
himself  had  loved  them.  All  the  dis- 
ciples of  the  Loi'd  wept  while  listening 
to  these  words,  and  Simon  Peter  in  par- 
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fcicular  was  deeply  affected  by  them. 
"  Lord,"  he  a^ked,  "  whither  goest  thou  ?  " 
Jesus  answered,  "  I  am  going  where  thou 
canst  not  follow  me  now."  "  Why,  Lord, 
may  I  not  follow  thee  now  ?  if  necessary, 
I  will  lay  down  my  life  for  thee."  "  Amen, 
I  say  to  thee,"  was  our  Lord's  answer, 
^'before  the  cock  crows  twice,  thou  shalt 
have  three  times  denied  me."  'There  is 
in  this  somethino;  calculated  to  confound 
us.  This  man  of  zeal,  this  apostle  whose 
faith  we  have  seen  manifesting  itself  so 
gloriously — this  apostle  is  going  to  deny 
his  Master.  Ah  !  beneath  this  appear- 
ance of  entire  devotion  to  his  sacred  per 
son,  the  eye  of  Jesus  Christ  detected 
some  lingering  ti'ace  of  presumption  and 
self  love  which  must  have  its  chastise- 
ment. But  the  repentance  and  bitter 
grief  that  this  fall  brings  to  the  soul  of 
St.  Peter  will  teach  him  to  cherish  con- 
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descension  and  all  necessary  charity  for 
his  brethren. 

We  find  St.  Peter  in  the  Garden  of 
Olives.  He  accompanied  Jesus  with  the 
two  sons  of  Zebedee,  when  the  Lord  re- 
tired to  this  place,  with  soul  sickened 
unto  death.  When  Judas  came  to  give 
the  Redeemer  the  traitor's  kiss — the  pre- 
concerted signal  by  which  his  enemies 
were  to  identify  him — Peter,  in  the  ardor 
of  his  zeal,  unsheathed  a  sword,  and  cut 
off  the  ear  of  the  servant  of  the  high- 
priest.  Doubtless  he  would  have  killed 
him,  had  not  Jesus  interposed.  At  this 
direful  crisis,  all  the  other  disciples  fled 
away  in  terror.  Peter,  however,  clung 
to  his  Lord,  and  followed  him  to  the 
residence  of  Caiphas.  Here  he  sat  down 
in  the  vestibule  with  the  servants  of  the 
high-priest,  waiting  the  issue  of  this 
great  business,  and  following  all  its  sad 
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details  with  painfully  anxious  interest. 
During  tliese  hours  of  agony,  a  servant- 
woman  of  the  high-priest  approached,  and 
said,  "  You,  too,  were  with  Jesus  of  Gali- 
lee." Peter  denied  this,  and  answered, 
'^  I  know  not  what  you  say."  An  instant 
afterwards,  another  servant,  on  seeing 
him,  said  to  those  who  were  about  her : 
*^  He  yonder  was  also  with  Jesus  of  Na- 
zareth." Peter  denied  this  still  more 
energetically,  and  answered,  "I  swear 
tliat  I  do  not  know  this  man."  Just 
then  the  cock  crew,  but  Peter  heard  it 
not.  A  little  afterwards,  one  of  those 
who  were  there,  a  relative  of  Malchus, 
whose  ear  Peter  had  cut  off  in  the  Gar- 
den of  Olives,  advanced,  and  said  to  him, 
"  Of  a  certainty  you  were  along  with 
theni.  your  language  betrays  you."  Then, 
as  it  were  to  put  the  crown  on  his  inex- 
cusable obstinacy,  Peter  pronounced  hor- 
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rible  imprecations,  and  repeated  witli  an 
oath  that  he  knew  not  the  man.  Just 
then  the  cock  crew  a  second  time.  Then 
it  was  that  the  faithless  disciple  encoun- 
tered the  divine  eyes  of  Jesus.  His 
glance  subjugated  the  apostle's  heart. 
On  the  moment,  he  beheld  the  depth  of 
his  fall  and  the  magnitude  of  his  crime. 
His  heart  was  melting  in  his  bosom,  and 
he  went  out  into  the  courtyard  to  give 
free  course  to  his  repentant  tears. 

This  abandonment  on  the  part  of  the 
apostles,  and  this  denial  on  the  part  of 
St.  Peter — the  bitterest  ingredients  in 
the  chalice  of  the  Lord's  sufferings — 
prove  to  us  that  the  Lord  was  pleased  to 
choose  the  weakest  instruments  for  the 
establishment  of  the  kingdom  of  tht 
Gospel.  They  pitove,  moreover,  that  the 
establishment  of  Christianity  is  its  great- 
est miracle. 
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Meanwhile,  after  our  Lord  had  been 
overwhelmed  with  injuries  and  insults, 
scourged,  crowned  with  thorns,  spat  upon, 
buffeted,  and  nailed  to  the  cross  on  which 
he  expired,  his  dead  body  was  laid  in  a 
tomb.  Nothing  was  left  undone  to  make 
him  appear  an  object  of  scandal  to  the 
eyes  of  his  apostles;  and  Peter,  like 
the  others,  although  he  had  frequently 
heard  Jesus  speak  of  his  resurrection, 
could  think  of  nothing  but  the  coming 
miracle  that  was  to  set  the  seal  on  all  the 
others  which  had  so  gloriously  signalized 
the  E-edeemer's  life.  But  the  third  day 
after  our  Lord's  death,  certain  pious  wo- 
men proceeded  early  in  the  morning  to 
the  sepulchre  with  perfumes  that  they 
had  prepared,  and  great  was  their  aston- 
ishment when  they  found  that  the  stone 
had  been  rolled  away  from  its  mouth, 
and  that  the  body  was  no  longer  there 
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In  the  meantime,  two  persons  utterly  un- 
known to  them  presented  themselves, 
and  recounted  to  them  the  wonders  that 
had  been  operated.  They  then  hastened 
to  relate  these  things  to  the  other  apostles. 
Hearinof  this,  Peter  and  John  arose  and 
hurried  to  the  sepulchre.  There  they 
found  nothing  but  the  winding-sheet  and 
some  linen,  which  the  Saviour  had  flung 
off.  St.  John,  speaking  of  this,  says  that 
he  thenceforth  believed  on  the  testimony 
of  his  own  eyes,  and  he  adds  also,  in 
speaking  of  St.  Peter :  "  For  as  yet  they 
knew  not  the  Scripture,  that  he  must  rise 
again  from  the  dead." 

On  the  night  of  the  same  day,  Peter 
saw  the  Lord  himself;  for,  while  the 
apostles  were  assembled  together  in  a 
chamber  whose  doors  were  locked,  on 
account  of  their  fear  of  the  Jews,  Jesus 

appeared  and  said  to  them,  "Peace  be 
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with  you."  He  then  showed  them  his 
pierced  hands  and  opened  side ;  and,  after 
saying  a  second  time,  "Peace  be  with 
you,"  he  added,  "  As  my  Father  hath 
sent  me,  I  also  send  you."  He  then 
breathed  upon  them,  and  said :  *^  Keceive 
the  Holy  Ghost;  whose  sms  you  shall 
forgive,  they  are  forgiven  them ;  and 
whose  sins  you  ghall  retain,  they  are  re- 
tained." 

Eight  days  afterwards,  the  disciples 
being  still  assembled  in  the  same  place, 
Jesus  appeared  while  the  doors  were 
locked  as  on  the  former  occasion.  Stand- 
ing in  the  midst  of  them,  he  saluted  them 
with  the  ordinary  salutation,  "Peace  be 
with  you." 

Peter,  moreover,  with  many  other  dis- 
ciples, was  blessed  by  another  manifesta- 
tion of  the  Lord  on  the  borders  of  the 
lake  of  Tiberias.     They  had  gone  to  fish, 
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for  those  laborious  men  had  not  totally 
abandoned  their  toilsome  occupations, 
since  they  were  obliged  to  support  them- 
selves by  the  sweat  of  their  brows.  They 
entered  a  boat,  and,  afcer  laboring  all 
night,  took  nothing.  Morning  having 
come,  Jesus  appeared  on  the  bank,  with- 
out being  recognized  by  his  disciples,  and 
said  to  them,  "  Children,  have  you  nothing 
to  eatr  "No,"  replied  they.  "Cast 
your  nets  on  the  right  of  the  boat,"  said 
the  Lord.  They  did  so,  and  they  could 
not  drag  in  the  net,  so  heavily  was  it 
laden  with  fishes. 

John,  seeing  this,  said  to  Peter,  "It  is 
the  Lord !"  The  mention  of  his  name 
was  enough  for  Petei.  He  put  on  his 
clothes,  for  he  was  naked,  and  cast  him- 
self into  the  water  to  go  and  meet  his 
divine  Master,  while  the  other  disciples 

followed  in  a  boat.     They  all  sat  down 
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ko  eat  on  the  bank  of  tlie  lake.  After 
the  repast,  Jesus  said  to  Peter,  "  Simon, 
lovest  thou  me  more  than  those  V  "  Lord," 
replied  the  apostle,  "  thou  knowest  I  love 
thee." — "  Feed  my  lambs,"  said  Jesus. 
Jesus  asked  him  a  second  time,  "  Simon, 
lovest  thou  me  more  than  those  ?"  "  Yes," 
answered  Peter,  "I  love  .thee,  and  thou 
knowest  it." — "  Feed  my  lambs." 

A  third  time  did  the  Redeemer  put 
the  same  question  to  Peter.  A  profound 
sadness  had  now  seized  the  apostle,  and 
he  answered,  "Lord,  thou  knowest  all 
things — thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee-" 
Then  Jesus  said  to  him,  "Feed  my 
sheep."  By  these  words  he  gave  him 
power  not  only  over  the  mere  faithful, 
but  also  over  the  pastors  themselves. 
-^  Amen,  amen,  I  say  to  thee,  when  thou 
wast  young,  thou  didst  gird  thyself,  and 
didst    walk    where    thou    wouldst;    but 
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when  thou  shalt  be  old,  thou  shalt  stretch 
forth  thy  hands,  and  another  shall  gird 
thee,  and  lead  thee  whither  thou  wouldst 
lot.  And  this  he  said,  signifying  by 
what  death  he  should  glorify  God." 

Jesus  Christ  appeared  once  more,  for 
the  last  time,  to  his  disciples,  before 
ascending  into  heaven.  It  was  then  that 
he  most  signally  gave  them  their  apos- 
tolic mission — "  Go  through  the  whole 
world  .  .  .  preach  the  Gospel  to 
every  creature  .  .  .  and  believe  firm- 
ly that  I  will  be  with  you  even  to  the 
consummation  of  ages.  I  am  going  to 
send  you  the  gift  of  my  Father  that  has 
been  promised  to  you.  Remain  in  the 
city ;  do  not  quit  Jerusalem  till  you  are 
clothed  with  strength  from  on  high." 
Then,  having  gone  with  them  to  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  he  blessed  them  for 
the  last  time,  and  ascended  into  heavea 
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rhe  apostles  returned  to  Jerusalem,  under 
the  guidance  of  Petei*,  to  await  tlie  com- 
ing of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

As  soon  as  tlie  apostles  were  filled  with 
the  Holy  Ghost,  they  began  to  speak  in 
various  languages.  The  incredulous,  who 
scoff  at  everything,  said  that  they  were 
drunken  men.  Peter  then,  to  meet  their 
incredulity,  showed  clearly  that  this  fact 
was  merely  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy; 
and  his  words  converted  three  thousand 
persons,  who  asked  baptism  at  his  hands. 
A  short  time  after  this,  the  preaching  of 
the  prince  of  the  apostles  converted  five 
thousand  persons  more. 

To  the  power  of  the  words  that  the 
Holy  Ghost  put  in  their  mouths  the  apos- 
tles added  the  evidence  of  miracles,  and 
they  loudly  proclaimed  that  it  was  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  of  ^Nazareth  that  they 
wrought  them.     Their  persecutors  knew 
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not  how  to  answer  them.  To  deny  the 
miracles  was  impossible — all  Jerusalem 
beheld  them ;  they  therefore  resolved  that 
the  fame  of  them  should  not  be  diffused 
abroad  through  the  world.  ■  They  conse- 
quently forbade  the  apostles  to  mention 
the  name  of  Jesus  to  any  one.  "  Judgft 
yourselves,"  said  St.  Peter  to  them, 
"  whether  it  be  just  in  the  eyes  of  God  to 
obey  him  rather  than  you.  As  for  us,  it 
is  impossible  for  us  not  to  speak  of  the 
things  which  we  have  heard  and  seen." 
Their  judges,  confounded  by  this  answer, 
dismissed  them,  after  threatening  them 
with  punishment.  Once  more  at  liberty, 
they  all  assembled  together,  and  they  all 
celebrated  the  power  of  the  Lord  in  a 
hymn  of  thanksgiving. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  admi- 
rable than  the  holy  society  they  had 
formed..     Those  who  possessed  property 
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in  Louses  or  lands  sold  it,  through  lor© 
of  poverty  and  in  the  spirit  of  charity. 
They  then  brought  the  money  to  the  feet 
of  the  apostles,  who  distributed  it  amongst 
the  faithful  according  to  their  wants. 
One  day  a  man  named  Ananias,  having 
sold  his  lauds,  formed  a  plan  with  his 
wife,  named  Sapphira,  to  retain  a  portion 
of  the  price  which  he  had  received.  He 
then  carried  the  remainder  of  the  sum  to 
the  feet  of  the  apostles,  to  whom  he  said 
that  he  had  not  retained  anything.  It 
was  not  to  man,  but  to  God  himself,  that 
he  lied,  as  St.  Peter  told  him ;  and  thus 
his  crime  could  not  go  unpunished.  He 
suddenly  fell  dead,  struck  by  an  invisible 
hand,  and  his  wife,  who  came  a  few  hours 
afterwards  to  sustain  the  lie,  perished  in 
the  same  manner. 

The  miracles  of  the  apostles  were  mul- 
tiplied day  by  day,  and  those  of  St.  Peter 
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in  particular  were  so  signal  that  the  sick 
and  afflicted  were  brought  out  whenever 
he  passed,  in  order  that  his  shadow  might 
fall  on  them,  and  restore  them  to  health 
Witnessing  such  indisputable  miracles, 
the  enemies  of  the  apostles  redoubled  their 
fury,  and  cast  them  into  prison.  Vain 
efforts !  An  angel  of  the  Lord  came  to 
deliver  them.  They  raged;  but  they 
always  received  this  answer :  "  It  is  better 
to  obey  God  than  to  obey  man."  They 
were  then  released,  and  went  about  re- 
joicing that  they  had  been  deemed  wor- 
thy to  suffer  this  outrage  for  the  name  of 
their  divine  Master. 

These  persecutions  tended  only  to  in- 
flame still  more  the  zeal  of  the  apostles, 
and  the  number  of  the  faithful  increased 
daily.  There  was  among  the  new  con- 
verts a  certain  Simon,  who  was  reputed  to 
be  skilled  in  the  pretended  ai*ts  of  magic. 
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This  man,  seeing  that  Peter  and  John 
conferred  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the  impo- 
sition of  hands,  furnished  himself  with  a 
sum  of  money,  and  went  to  offer  it  to 
them,  saying,  "  Bestow  on  me  the  power 
that  you  exercise,  in  order  that  those  on 
whom  I  impose  hands  may  also  receive 
the  Holy  Grhost.''  Odious  traffic !  As 
though  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  were 
marketable  for  a  sum  of  gold,  like  vulgar 
merchandise.  This  infamous  proposition 
excited  Peter's  indignation :  "  Let  your 
money  perish  with  you,"  said  he,  "  since 
you  have  believed  that  the  gift  of  God 
could  be  bought  with  money."  Simon 
saw  his  fault,  and  showed  his  sorrow; 
but  it  is  doubtful  if  his  sorrow  was 
sincere,  or  at  least  lasting.  His  dis- 
honored name  serves  even  to  this  day 
to    designate    those  who   traffic  in  holy 

tilings,  as  does  that  of  Judas  to  desig- 
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Bate  traitors.      The   former   are   termed 
Simonists 

Peter  undertook  various  journeys 
through  Judea  to  visit  the  faithful,  and 
confirm  them  in  the  faith,  that  is  to  say, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  the 
Sacrament  of  Confirmation.  He  found  at 
Lydda,  a  town  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  a 
man  named  Eneas  stretched  on  his  bed 
by  paralysis.  ^'  Eneas,"  said  the  apostle 
to  him,  "  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  healeth 
thee,  arise  and  make  thy  bed  "  ;  and  im- 
mediately he  arose,  as  strong  and  healthy 
as  he  had  before  been  languid  and  sick. 
The  fame  of  this  miracle  was  soon  diffus- 
ed through  all  the  neighboring  towns, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Joppa  sent  to 
Peter,  beseeching  him  to  come  and  visit 
them.  When  he  arrived,  they  brought 
him  to  a  chamber  whei'e  lay  the  moi'tal 
remains  of  a  woman  named  Tabitha  or 
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Dorcas,  wJio  was  illustrious  for  her  vir* 
tues  and  good  works.  They  gave  the 
apostle  to  understand  by  their  tears  and 
groans  that  the  deceased  was  deserving 
of  Heaven's  mercy.  Peter  knelt  to  pray, 
for  he  was  moved  to  pity,  and  as  soon  as 
he  knew  that  God  had  heard  him,  he 
said,  "  TaLitha,  arise !  "  and  she  got  up 
on  the  instant,  to  the  astonishment  of  all 
around  her.  This  miraculous  cure  and 
resurrection  produced  abundant  fruits  of 
conversion  throughout  the  whole  coun- 
try. 

Up  to  this  moment  the  Jews  alone 
seemed  to  have  been  called  to  the  faith ; 
but  the  time  in  which  the  Gentiles,  that 
is  to  say^  the  pagans,  were  to  become 
participators  of  it,  had  arrived.  At  Cesa- 
rea  there  was  a  centurion  of  Roman 
origin  named  Cornelius,  who  gave  copious 

alms  and  devoted  much  time  to  prayer. 
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One  day  an  angel  appeared  to  Lim,  and 
told  him  tliat  his  alms  had  ascended  in 
the  sio^ht  of  God,  who  wished  to  recom- 
pense  him.  "  There  is  at  this  moment  in 
Joppa,"  said  the  angel,  "  a  certain  Simon, 
surnamed  Peter,  lodging  in  the  house  of 
another  Peter,  a  currier,  near  the  sea. 
Send  to  seek  him ;  it  is  he  who  will  teach 
you  what  you  have  to  do."  Thereon 
Cornelius  immediately  sent  for  St.  Peter. 
Meanwhile,  the  apostle  had  had  a  vision. 
He  beheld  the  heavens  opened,  and  an 
immense  sheet  let  down  by  the  four  cor- 
ners descending  towards  the  earth.  On 
this  sheet  was  every  sort  of  animal.  At 
the  same  time  he  heard  a  voice  saying, 
*^  Peter,  arise,  kill  and  eat."  "  God  forbid, 
Lord,"  replied  he,  "  that  I  should  ever  eat 
anything  common  or  defiled."  And  then 
the  voice  was  heard  again  saying,  "  Peter, 
call  not  that  defiled  which  God  himself 
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has  purified."  This  vision  appeared  to 
him  thrice,  and  then  the  great  sheet  was 
taken  back  into  heaven. 

Peter  was  still  occupied  thinking  what 
this  vision  could  mean,  when  the  Spirit 
of  God  said  to  him,  "  Behold,  three  men 
are  seeking  thee :  arise,  make  no  difficulty 
about  going  with  them :  for  it  is  I  who 
have  sent  them."  Peter,  on  meeting  the 
messengers,  immediately  understood  their 
object.  He  therefore  proceeded  to  the 
centurion  at  Joppa,  and  besought  him  to 
hear  the  word  of  God  preached  to  him 
and  his  household.  While  Peter  was 
preaching,  the  Holy  Ghost  descended  on 
the  Gentiles  who  were  listening  to  him. 
The  apostle  then  said,  could  we  refuse 
the  water  of  baptism  to  those  who  have 
already  received  the  Holy  Ghost  as  well 
as  we  ?  He  then  immediately  command* 
ed  them  to  be  baptized. 
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Thus  was  tlie  line  of  demarcation  be- 
tween tlie  Gentiles  and  the  people  of  God 
effaced,  and  thus  was  the  faith  given  to 
all  men.  Some  Jews  there  were  who  re- 
proached Peter  for  his  conduct  in  regard 
of  the  Gentiles.  "  Since  God,"  replied  the 
apostle,  "has  accorded  them  the  same 
grace  that  he  has  given  to  us,  who  have 
believed  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who 
am  I,  weak  mortal,  that  I  should  oppose 
myself  to  the  designs  of  God  ?  "  These 
words  pacified  them,  and  they  began  to 
glorify  God,  saying,  "  God,  then,  hath  also 
to  the  Gentiles  given  repentance  unto 
life." 

Tt  was  about  this  period  that  St.  Peter 
went  to  dwell  at  Antioch,  where  the  faith- 
ful were,  for  the  first  time,  called  ChriR- 
tians.  Scarcely  had  he  arrived  when 
Herod,  the  king,  caused  him  to  be  arrested. 
Laden  with  chains,  he  was  cast  into  a 
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dungeon,  and  the  tyrant  determined  to 
put  him  to  death.  All  the  Church  mourn- 
ed and  prayed  for  its  chief.  There  was 
now  only  one  night  between  Peter  and  the 
day  of  his  execution.  Nevertheless,  the 
apostle  had  confidence  in  God,  and  he  slept 
tranquilly  amongst  his  guards.  Suddenly 
a  heavenly  light  flooded  the  prison.  It  was 
the  liberating  angel  who  came  to  announce 
to  Peter  his  enfranchisement.  In  an  in- 
stant the  chains  fell  from  his  hands,  the 
doors  flew  open  before  him,  and  he  walk 
ed  out  to  rejoin  his  brethren. 

The  Gospel  was  every  day  making  pro 
gress  and  spreading  over  the  world  rap- 
idly. But  some  of  those  who  preached  it, 
having  a  hankering  after  Judaism,  pre- 
tended that  one  could  not  be  saved  with 
out  being  circumcised  according  to  th( 
law  of  Moses.  St.  Paul  and  St.  Barnabas, 
who  were  evangelizing  the  Gentiles,  pro- 
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nounced  energetically  against  this  doc- 
trine. It  was  resolved,  therefore,  that 
they  should  meet  at  Jerusalem,  for  the 
deciding  of  this  question.  Jerusalem  was 
then  the  centre  of  unity,  because  Peter 
was  there.  This  was  the  first  council. 
Peter,  who  presided,  then  spoke  thus: 
"  God  put  no  difference  between  us  and 
them  [the  Gentiles],  purifying  their  hearts 
by  faith.  But  by  the  grace  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  we  believe  to  be  saved,  in 
like  manner  as  they  also."  St.  Paul,  St. 
Barnabas,  and  St.  James  supported  this 
grand  and  powerful  voice  of  Catholicity ; 
aud  it  was  concluded  that  the  Gentiles 
who  had  come  into  the  Church  should  not 
be  disquieted  by  the  question  of  circum- 
cision. Never  was  the  supremacy  of  St. 
Peter  over  the  other  apostles  more  clearly 
manifested  than  in  this  celebrated  council 
of  Jerusalem. 
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The  apostles  now  portioned  oat  the 
nations  according  to  the  order  in  which 
they  were  to  be  evangelized.  In  this 
grand  division,  St.  Peter  chose  to  preach 
the  faith  to  the  Jews  dispersed  ov^.r  Pon- 
t'us,  Galatia,  Bithynia,  Cappadocia,  and 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  Asia. 
Whilst  he  was  at  Cesarea,  Simon  the 
magician,  of  whom  we  have  already 
spoken,  proposed  to  have  an  interview 
with  him.  When  they  met,  Simon  com* 
menced  to  boast  that  he  could  perform 
every  sort  of  miracle.  A  few  words  from 
Peter  were  quite  sufficient  to  confound 
him  on  this  subject :  "  He,"  said  the  apos- 
tle, "who  derives  his  mission  from  hell 
works  wonders  that  are  useless  to  every 
one.  Tell  us,  Simon,  what  does  it  avail 
you  to  set  your  statues  in  motion  ?  What 
good  do  you  achieve  by  flying  in  the  air  ? 
All  the  miracles  of  Jesus  were  for  the 
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benefit  of  mankind.  He  gave  hearing  to 
the  deaf,  and  sight  to  the  blind.  He 
healed  the  lame,  and  caused  the  dead  to 
arise.  Simon,  dost  thou  comprehend  the 
difference  ?" 

And,  in  sooth,  he  did  comprehend  it,  for 
he  soon  became  a  laughing-stock  to  the 
people  he  had  long  deceived,  so  much  so 
that  he  was  obliged  to  quit  Cesarea,  to 
hide  the  shame  of  his  defeat.  All  those 
who  had  been  his  disciples  now  fell  at 
Peter's  feet,  and  gladly  abjured  their 
errors. 

From  Cesarea,  St.  Peter  went  to  Tripoli, 
in  Phenicia,  then  to  Laodicea,  and  finally 
to  Antioch.  Simon  had  preceded  him  to 
the  latter  city ;  but  the  defeat  sustained 
at  Cesarea  caused  the  people  to  look  on 
him  with  a  feeling  of  contempt.  Peter, 
on  the  other  hand,  was  received  most  en- 
thusiastically.   He  wrought  a  great  many 
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miraculous  cures ;  lie  excited  the  people 
to  repent  and  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  and 
within  seven  days  more  than  ten  thou- 
sand person-s  v^ere  baptized.  Theophilus, 
the  most  distino-uished  of  all  the  denizens 
of  Antioch,  gave  up  his  house  to  the  apos- 
tle, who  converted  it  into  a  church,  and 
the  people  erected  the  chair  from  which 
Peter  daily  preached  to  them  the  word  of 
God.  St.  Peter  was  the  first  bishop  of 
Antioch. 

But  it  was  the  will  of  the  Most  High 
that  he  should  fix  his  See  in  Rome.  He 
knew  that,  as  long  as  the  great  capital  of 
the  pagan  world  remained  unconverted, 
Christianity  must  have  a  very  precarious 
existence.  He  therefore  embarked  for 
Italy,  visiting  Greece  and  Sicily,  and 
landed  at  Naples.  He  arrived  at  Rome 
in  tlie  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Clau- 
dius.   He  there  preached  the  Gospel  with 
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SO  much  success  that  those  who  heard  him 
besought  St.  Mark,  his  disciple,  to  com 
mit  the  Apostle's  discourses  to  writing. 
In  compliance  with  their  wish,  Mark 
wrote  the  Gospel  that  bears  his  name. 

A  short  time  after  his  arrival  in  Rome, 
Peter  consecrated  two  bishops,  Linus, 
who  succeeded  him,  and  Cletus  or  Ana- 
clete,  who  succeeded  Linus.  The  assist- 
ance of  these  coadjutors  permitted  him  to 
absent  himself  from  Kome,  in  order  to  go 
into  the  East.  But  he  one  day  had  a  vis- 
ion, in  which  he  heard  Jesus  Christ 
saying,  "  The  time  of  thy  death  approach- 
es, and  thou  must  return  to  Rome."  He 
obeyed  this  order,  and  went  back  to  the 
imperial  city,  where  Simon  the  magician 
was  now  carrying  on  his  impostures.  This 
seducer  had  deluded  the  people  so  far  that 
they  were  going  to  raise  a  statue  to  him 
as  though  he  were  a  god.      Nero,  Clau- 
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dius's  successor,  fancied  that  the  powel 
of  this  man  was  destined  to  eternize  the 
glories  and  empire  of  Rome. 

But  Simon's  prosperity  was  to  be  short- 
lived, for  Peter,  accompanied  by  Paul,  re- 
cently arrived  at  Eome,  presented  him 
self  to  Nero,  and  reproached  him  for  his 
blind  credulity  in  believing  the  magician. 

Nero  was  astonished  at  the  boldness  of 
the  Apostle,  and  it  is  likely  that  his  faith 
in  Simon  Magus  began  to  be  shaken. 
The  magician  trembled  for  his  credit  and 
glory;  he  therefore  had  recourse  to  au- 
dacity, and  challenged  Peter  to  meet  him 
as  on  the  former  occasion  at  Cesarea,  but 
he  was  defeated.  Simon  undertook  to 
raise  a  man  from  the  dead :  he  thought 
that  he  had  succeeded,  for  the  dead  man 
moved  his  head,  and  all  the  spectators 
were  enraptured.  "  If  the  dead  man  has 
really  come  back  to  life,"  said  St.  Peter, 

[39] 


THE   LIFE   OF   ST.    PETEB. 

"  let  Wm  get  up,  walk,  and  speak ;  com- 
mand Simon  to  withdraw  from  the  corpse, 
and  you  shall  see  if  the  person  be  living/' 
Simon  retired,  and  the  body  moved  not. 
St.  Peter  then  knelt  to  pray,  and,  lo,  the 
dead  man  arose  and  walked  ! 

Withal  Simon  did  not  look  on  himself 
as  vanquished.  He  promised  that  he 
would  fly  through  the  air,  and  ascend  to 
heaven  to  sit  beside  Jupiter.  On  the 
appointed  day,  he  flew  in  mid-air  from  the 
hill  of  the  Capitol,  while  Nero  extolled 
his  triumph,  and  insulted  the  two  Apos- 
tles who  were  looking  on.  But  Peter 
prayed  aloud  to  God,  and  commanded  the 
devils  who  had  borne  their  champion 
through  the  air  to  abandon  him ;  on  the 
instant  the  magician  tumbled  to  the 
ground,  and  was  killed  full  in  the  sight  of 
all  the  people. 

The  ignominious  death  of  Simon  ex- 
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asperated  Nero's  hatred  of  the  Christians, 
and  particularly  of  the  two  Apostles. 
He  caused  them  to  be  arrested,  condemned 
to  death,  and  cast  into  prison.  St.  Paul 
was  beheaded,  and  St.  Peter  was  crucified 
like  his  Divine  Master,  of  whom  he  was 
the  representative  on  earth.  Peter  was 
about  eighty  years  of  age;  he  was  bishop 
of  Antioch  eleven  years,  and  bishop  or 
pope  of  Rome  for  twenty-five  years,  less 
six  months  and  nineteen  days. 

The  place  of  St.  Peter's  martyrdom  was 
the  Janiculum  Mount  at  Rome,  where  the 
spot  of  his  crucifixion  is  still  shown.  The 
Prince  of  the  Apostles  was  crucified  with 
his  head  downwards,  as  he  did  not  deem 
himself  worthy  to  be  crucified  like  his 
Divine  Master, 

PEAYEB. 

O  God !  who  hast  glorified  thy  Church 
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by  the  martyrdom  of  thy  glorious  Apostle 
Peter,  grant  that  we  may,  in  all  things, 
follow  the  directions  of  him  by  whom 
was  laid  the  foundation  of  religion. 


^     Holy  Ghost  Collega 
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THE  BLESSED  VIRGIN  MARY. 

A  Redeemer  had  been  promised  to 
fallen  man.  The  Word  of  God  liimself 
was  to  become  man,  to  redeem  us,  and 
it  was  in  a  virgin's  womb  that  this  great 
mystery  was  to  be  operated.  The  time 
fixed  by  the  prophets  for  this  work  of 
love  had  now  arrived. 

Therefore,  in  the  year  after  the  creation 
of  the  world,  3985,  or  thereabouts,  and 
as  is  generally  believed,  on  the  8th  of 
September,  there  was  bom  in  Nazareth,  a 
small  town  of  Galilee,  this  most  blessed 
Virgin,  who  was  destined  to  give  birth 
to  the  Redeemer  of  men,  the  Messias 
whom   all   the  ages  awaited.     Joachim, 
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her  lather,  descended  from  the  race  of 
David,  and  Anne,  her  mother,  spiTing 
from  the  priestly  family  of  Aaron,  had 
miraculously  obtained  this  child  after 
twenty  years^  sterility. 

This  most  blessed  Virgin,  the  future 
mother  of  the  Sun  of  Justice,  was  adorned 
with  all  the  attributes  of  grace,  and  from 
the  moment  of  her  conception,  no  stain, 
even  of  original  sin,  ever  tarnished  her 
purity.  Even  the  very  day  of  her  nativity 
has  been  inscribed  amongst  the  number 
of  the  solemnities  of  the  Church,  wliile 
with  the  Saints  the  Chm^ch  generally 
commemorates  only  the  day  of  their 
death. 

This  child  so  peculiarly  favored  by 
God,  received  the  mysterious  name  of 
Mary,  which  in  Hebrew,  signifies  ''Star 
OF  THE  SEA."  St.  Bernard  observes,  that 
the  Mother  of  Chiist  could  not  have  le- 
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ceived  a  name  more  suited  to  her  destiny. 
^*  Mary,"  says  he,  ^^is  that  briUiant  star 
which  shines  upon  the  vast  and  storaiy 
sea  of  the  world." 

Twenty-four  days  after  Mary's  bu-th, 
Anne,  in  obedience  to  the  law  of  Mosea 
regarding  purification,  repaired  to  the 
Temple,  and  there  made  the  usual  offer- 
ing, which  consisted  of  a  lamb  or,  from 
the  poor,  two  turtle  doves. 

But  the  gratitude  of  Anne  exceeded  this; 
she  offered  to  the  Lord  a  pm-er  \dctim;  she 
devoted  to  the  service  of  the  holy  place 
the  mfant  whom  the  Most  High  had  given 
her;  and  she  solemnly  promised  to  bring 
her  cliild  to  the  Temple,  and  there  to  con- 
secrate her  as  soon  as  her  young  reason 
could  discern  good  and  evil.  When  *he 
ceremony  had  teraiinated,  the  two  spouses 
retraced  their  steps  homewards ;  but  three 
years  had  scarcely  passed  when  the  pious 

(5) 


LIFE  OF  THE  BLESSED  VIRGIN  MARY. 

mother  brought  her  daughter  back.  In 
this  mfant  of  blessedness,  reason  had 
scarcely  a  dawning ;  it  beamed  forth  bril- 
liantly at  an  age  wlien  other  children 
scarcely  know  their  right  hand  from  the 
left.  Beyond  doubt,  the  sacrifice  which 
these  parents  were  about  to  make,  cost 
them  much.  She  was  theu'  only  cliild, 
the  sweet  crown  of  their  old  age,  their 
consolation  and  deHght;  but  they  were 
animated  by  the  Spirit  from  above.  Anne 
and  Joachim  preferred  what  was  due  to 
God  to  their  own  gratification. 

Mary's  father  and  motlier,  therefore, 
proceeded  to  Jerusalem,  and  in  the  midst 
of  the  imposing  solemnities  of  the  feast  of 
the  Dedication,  presided  over  by  the  high 
priest,  Zachary,  deposited  witliin  the  sa- 
cred precincts  of  the  Temple  the  cliild  of 
grace,  the  precious  treasure  that  had  been 

given  to  them  by  the  God  of  Israel. 
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From  that  momen.  Mary  was  numbered 
amongst  the  young  virgins  attached  to 
the  service  of  the  Temple,  and  who  were 
brought  up  in  the  holy  place,  far  from  the 
Xioise  of  the  world  and  the  gaze  of  the 
wicked.  An  azure-colored  robe,  a  white 
tunic  fastened  by  a  cinctm-e,  and  a  long 
veil,  was  the  costume  of  Mary  and  her 
companions  in  the  Temple.  The  virgins 
rose  at  break  of  day,  at  the  hour  when  the 
wicked  angels  are  dumhy  says  a  pious 
author,  and  when  prayers  are  heard  most 
favorably.  They  chanted  the  Psalms  night 
and  morning  in  the  sanctuary ;  during  the 
day  their  fingers  pfied  the  cedar  spindles ; 
they  worked  either  at  gold  or  fine  wool, 
and  they  embroidered  or  executed  designs 
rivalhng  the  fabrics  of  Sidon.  Mar}^, 
superior  to  all  her  companions  in  the 
various  pursuits,  excelled  them  likewise 
in  spinning.  The  popular  traditions,  faith- 
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fill  to  this  remembrance,  appropiiately 
term  the  white  tissues  of  vapors  suspended 
over  the  fields  in  the  sunset  of  autumn, 
*Hhe  Vu-gin's  tln-eads." 

Mary  had  passed  nine  years  near  the 
holy  tabernacles,  when  she  lost  her  aged 
father,  who  died  blessing  his  child.  A 
little  while  afterwards  Anne  also  died. 
Mary,  now  an  orphan,  and  bereft  of  all 
that  she  loved  on  earth,  tm-ned  her 
thoughts  undivided  to  the  things  of  God. 
She  chose  God  for  her  sole  heritage,  and 
she  devoted  herself  to  the  ser^dce  of  his 
altar,  with  the  intention  of  never  quitting 
the  holy  place.  Like  the  august  chief  of 
her  race,  Mary  found  that  one  day  spent 
in.  the  tabernacles  of  the  God  of  Israel 
was  preferable  to  a  thousand  days  else- 
where, and  she  would  rather  have  been 
the  least  in  this  holy  place  than  the  most 
honored  in  the  tents  of  Cedar. 
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It  is  thus  that  the  Blessed  Virgin,  who 
should  be  a  model  to  all  ages  and  to  all 
the  conditions  of  life,  presents  to  the  world, 
from  her  tenderest  years,  an  example  of 
that  religious  life  wliich  is  not  marked  by 
any  one  distinguishing  virtue,  because  it 
is  an  assemblage* of  all  vui;ues.  Above 
all  things,  Mafy  cultivated  that  virginity 
which  Jesus  Clnist  was  to  teach  to  the 
world ;  nay,  she  vowed  herself  to  it  before 
the  Savior  of  the  world  had  preached  its 
advantages,  or  enunciated  precepts  con- 
cerning it.  Before  the  paths  had  been 
traced,  or  the  way  opened,  Mary's  love 
served  her  for  a  master,  and  her  heart 
acted  as  her  guide.  Excited  and  animated 
by  grace,  she  was  able  to  practise  vhtues 
till  that  moment  unkno^vn. 

After  the  death  of  her  parents,  Mary 
was  placed  under  guardians  whose  names 
have  not  reached  us.  In  all  probability 
they  wei  e  of  the  sacerdotal  race,  since  she 
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belonged  to  the  family  of  Aaron,  by  her 
mother's  side.  ''  If  we  be  permitted  to 
hazard  a  conjecture,"  says  the  Abbe 
Orsini,  ''  we  would  say,  it  is  likely  that 
the  charge  of  her  education  was  particu- 
larly confided  to  the  husband  of  Elizabeth, 
the  high  reputation  of  whose  vktue  and 
close  kindi'ed  would  seem  to  have  marked 
him  out  for  these  protecting  offices.  The 
intense  love  that  caused  the  Blessed  Vu*- 
gin,  two  or  three  years  afterwards,  to 
traverse  all  Judea  that  she  might  offer  her 
congratulations  to  the  mother  of  St.  John 
the  Baptist,  and  her  protracted  sojourn  in 
the  mountains  of  Hebron,  seem  to  denote 
relations  more  than  those  of  simple 
kindred.  The  roof  that  sheltered  Mary 
diu'ing  such  a  long  visit  could  not  have 
been,  according  to  the  usages  rigorously 
observed  by  the  Jews,  less  sacred  than 
the  paternal  home." 
Whosoever  these  guardians  were,  they 
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Boon  deteiToined  to  give  their  pu2>il  a 
spouse  worthy  of  her.  Mary  was  thea, 
according  to  the  common  opinion,  about 
fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of  age.  Cardinal 
Cajetan  tliinks  that  she  must  have  been 
at  the  least  twenty-two  years  old. 

This  projected  marriage  alarmed  the 
young  virgin.  She  would  have  resisted 
it;  but  sterility  being  then  looked  upon 
as  a  disgrace,  and  her  vow  of  virginity 
becoming  null  by  the  sole  will  of  the  fam- 
ily council,  Mary  must  needs  obey.  Her 
suitors  presented  themselves,  and  of  them 
all  the  lot  fell  upon  a  poor  carpenter  of 
Nazareth,  a  man  advanced  in  years  (aged 
about  fifty  years),  and  who,  although  of 
the  noble  race  of  David,  earned  his  bread 
by  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  An  ancient 
tradition,  given  by  St.  Jerome,  and  pre- 
served in  the  history  of  Mount  Carmel, 
relates,  that  the  suitors,  after  beseeching 
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Him  who  presides  over  meu's  destinies, 
deposited  in  the  night  time  their  almond 
wands  in  the  Temple,  and  that  on  the  next 
day  the  withered  and  dead  wand  of  Joseph 
was  found  verdant  and  flourishing,  like 
that  which,  in  ages  long  gone,  had  seciu-ed 
the  priesthood  to  the  family  of  Aaron. 

Such  was  the  man  chosen  by  God  to  be, 
in  the  eyes  of  men,  the  spouse  of  Mary, 
but  in  the  eyes  of  heaven,  the  protector 
and  guardian  of  her  virginity.  The  hmn- 
ble  Joseph  received  Mary  in  his  poor 
home,  and  as  a  profound  admker  of  the 
virtues  of  his  spouse,  he  respected  her  as 
the  ark  of  the  Lord,  nay,  as  the  temple 
of  Jehovah.  Mary,  bidding  adieu  to  the 
cedar  and  gold  of  the  Temple,  the  con- 
secrated perfumes,  the  psaltery  of  lyres 
and  harps,  and  to  all  the  brilliant  anck 
l>eauteous  occupations  of  the  holy  place, 
clothed  herself  with  indigence  as  a  robe 
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of  honor,  and  gave  herself  without  mur- 
muring to  all  the  fatiguing  cares  of  her 
poor  household.  And  why  should  not  the 
pious  Mary  love  Joseph  ?-by  what  count- 
less cares  should  she  not  prove  her  grati- 
tude to  liim,  since  her  virginity,  that  treas- 
ure so  dear  to  her  heart,  found  such  sure 
and  holy  protection  beneath  the  shade  of 
his  virtues!    ^ 

About  two  months  had  passed  over  the 
heads  of  these  chaste  spouses  in  the  house 
of  Nazareth,  where  they  led  the  most  holy 
life  that  heaven  ever  beheld,  when  the 
hour  destined  for  the  world's  salvation 
came,  that  hour  so  often  announced  by 
the  Pophets  of  Israel,  and  so  long  ex- 
pected by  the  nations.  Let  us  hear  the 
evangelical  liistorian :  '^  And  in  the  sixth 
month,  the  Angel  Gabriel  was  sent  from 
God  into  a  city  of  Galilee,  called  Nazareth 
to  a  vu'gin  espoused  to  a  man  whose  name 
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was  Joseph,  of  the  house  of  David :  and  the 
virgin's  name  \vas  Mary.  And  the  angel 
being  come  in,  said  mito  her:  Hail,  full 
of  grace,  the  Lord  is  with  thee :  Blessed 
art  thou  among  women.  Who  having 
heard  was  troubled  at  his  saying,  and 
thouH'ht  with  herself  what  manner  of  salu- 
tation  this  should  be.  And  the  angel  said 
to  her :  Fear  not,  Mary,  *for  thou  hast 
found  grace  with  God.  Behold  thou  shalt 
conceive  in  thy  womb,  and  shalt  bring 
forth  a  son  ;  and  thou  shalt  call  his  name 
Jesus.  He  shall  be  great,  and  shall  be 
called  the  son  of  the  Most  High,  and  the 
Lord  God  shall  give  unto  him  the  throne 
of  David  his  father :  and  he  shall  reign  in 
the  liouse  of  Jacob  for  ever." — St.  Luke, 
L  26-32. 

Mary,  not  being  able  to  comprehend 
these  strange  words,  manifestly  contra- 
dictir  jj  tlie  vow  of  virginity  she  had  made 
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in  the  Temple  of  the  Lord,  grew  more 
astonished.  She  then  says  to  the  angel, 
with  simplicity,  ^'  How  shall  this  be 
done?  "  And  the  angel  answering,  said 
to  her ;  ^'  The  Holy  Ghost  shall  come 
upon  thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Most 
High  shall  overshadow  thee.  And  there- 
fore also  the  Holy  which  shall  be  born 
of  thee  shall  -be  called  the  Son  of  God. 
And  behold  thy  cousin  Elizabeth,  she 
also  hath  conceived  a  son  in  her  old  age ; 
and  this  is  the  sixth  month  with  her  that 
is  called  barren ;  because  no  word  shall  be 
impossible  with  God. "-St.  Luke,  i.  35-37. 
Mary,  then  annihilated  before  the  divine 
decrees,  replies,  with  the  most  sincere 
humility,  "  Behold  the  handmaid  of  the 
Lord,  be  it  done  to  me  according  to  thy 
word."  And  the  angel  disappeared.  'And 
the  Word  was  made  Flesh,  and  dwelt 
jimongst  us."    "  Let  us  go  no  further  into 
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this  mystery,"  says  St.  John  Chrysostom, 
*'nor  let  us  a.sk  how  the  Holy  Ghost  could 
operate  this  mkacle  in  the  Vkgin.  This 
divine  generation  is  a  profound  abyss  that 
no  curious  searching  can  fathom." 

Meanwhile,  the  Blessed  Vu-gin  being  in- 
formed by  the  angel  of  the  miraculous 
pregnancy  of  St.  Elizabeth,  believed  it  her 
duty  to  go  and  offer  her  congratulations. 
The  distance  between  Nazareth  and  the 
town  of  Hebron,  where  dwelt  the  Blessed 
Vu'gin's  relative,  the  spouse  of  Zachary, 
was  about  a  hundred  and  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles ;  nevertheless  she  did  not  hesitate, 
but  traversed  the  mountains  of  Judea,  and 
at  length  arrived  in  the  city  of  Juda. 
Being  conducted  to  the  house  of  Zachary, 
she  entered.,  and  saluting  Elizabeth,  said 
to  her,  "Peace  be  with  thee."  At  the 
sound  of  Mary's  voice,  the  precursor  of 
the  Messias  leaped  with  joy  in  his  mother's 
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tvomb,  and  Elizabeth,  filled  with  the  spirit 
of  prophecy,  exclaimed,  "Blessed  art  thou 
among  women,  and  blessed  is  the  finiit  of 
thy  womb.  And  whence  is  this  to  me, 
that  the  Mother  of  my  Lord  should  come 
to  me?  For  behold,  as  soon  as  the  voice 
of  thy  salutation  sounded  in  my  ears,  the 
infant  in  my  womb  leaped  for  joy.  And 
blessed  art  thou  that  hast  believed,  be- 
cause those  things  shall  be  accomphshed 
that  were  spoken  to  thee  by  the  Lord." 
Mary  answered  her,  and  })ronounced  the 
admirable  canticle  (Magnificat) — an  eter- 
nal monument  of  her  humility  and  grati- 
tude; "A  canticle  more  replete,"  says  an 
ancient  writer,  "  with  mysteries  than  words; 
a  glorious  picture  of  Providence,  which 
raises  up  the  humble,  casts  down  the 
proud,  and  confounds  the  powerful,  in 
order  to  protect  the  weak,  and  satisfy 
the  indigent : " 

My  soul  doth  magnify  the  Lord. 
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And  my  spirit  hath  rejoiced  in  God  my 
Savior. 

For  he  hath  regarded  the  hnmihty  of 
his  liandmaid :  for  behold  from  henceforth 
all  generations  shall  call  me  blessed. 

For  he  that  is  mighty  hath  done  great 
things  unto  me,  and  holy  is  his  name. 

And  his  mercy  is  from  generation  to 
generation  unto  them  that  fear  him 

He  hath  showed  strength  with  his 
arm ;  he  hath  scattered  the  proud  in  the 
imaoination  of  their  hearts. 

He  hath  put  down  the  mighty  from 
then"  seats :  and  hath  exalted  the  humble. 

He  hath  filled  the  hungry  with  good 
things :  and  the  rich  he  hath  sent  empty 
away. 

He  hath  upholden  his  servant  Israel : 
being  mindful  of  his  mercy. 

As  he  spake  unto  our  fathers :  to 
Abraham  and  his  seed  for  ever. 

After  staying  three  months  with    her 
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venerable  cousin,  Mar  j  returned  to  Naz- 
areth. At  that  moment,  Joseph,  who  was 
a  just  man  full  of  chaiity  and  veneration 
for  the  virtues  of  Mary,  felt  himself  a  prey 
to  cruel  perplexities.  He  therefore  res?/>lved 
to  dismiss  Mary.  Whilst  this  thought 
occupied  him,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  ap- 
peared to  hun  in  his  sleep,  and  said  to  Imn, 
^'Joseph,  son  of  David,  fear  not  to  take 
unto  thee  Mary  thy  wife,  for  that  which 
is  conceived  in  her  is  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
And  she  shall  bring  forth  a  son :  and  thou 
shalt  call  his  name  Jesus.  For  he  shall 
save  liis  people  from  then*  sins."  On  awak- 
ing from  his  sleep,  Joseph  profoundly 
adored  the  admirable  ways  of  Providence, 
and  all  his  doubts  were  dissipated. 

•And  now  the  solemn  moment  when  the 
heavens  were  to  rain  down  the  Just  One 
had  an-ived.     Oh,  mountain  of  Sion,  leap 

with  joy!     A  Virgin  Mother,  a   Vhgin 
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excelling  all  the  daughters  of  men  in 
blessedness,  is  about  to  give  to  tlie 
world  the  Expected  of  the  Nations  ! 

An  edict  of  Augustus  Caesar,  then 
master  of  the  world,  ordered  a  general 
census  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth. 
Every  one  was  obliged  to  go  to  the 
town  from  which  his  family  spning,  to 
be  eni'olled ;  wherefore  these  holy 
spouses,  who  descended  from  David, 
notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of  the 
season,  and  the  Blessed  Virgin's  tender 
condition,  set  out  for  Nazareth,  and  after 
a  journey  of  five  days,  at  length  reached 
Bethlehem. 

The  inns  were  full ;  they  sought  shel- 
ter, but  they  found  it  not.  The  fatigue 
of  the  young  virgin  could  not  inspire 
compassion.  Night  fell ;  the  spouses 
quitted  the  inhospitable  city,  sought 
refuge   in   a    deserted   cavern— a    place 
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fv^Lich  was  frequented  by  tlie  shepherds 
of  Bethlehem  ui  the  stormy  nights. 
There  they  rested,  thanking  heaven  for 
tills  comfortless  asylum  ;  and  there  it  was, 
in  the  silence  of  the  midnight,  that  the 
Vir;^in  brought  forth  the  Christ  expected 
for  forty  centuries,  tlie  Messiah,  the  Son 
of  God,  in  all  things  equal  to  God,  who 
deigned  to  come  down  into  our  valley 
of  tears  to  renew  the  face  of  the  earth, 
to  heal  and  to  restore;  and  this  King  oi 
kings,  this  Divine  Legislator,  this  Lord 
of  the  world,  this  Pastor  promised  to  the 
cliildi'en  of  Israel,  now  reposes  on  humid 
straw  in  a  miserable  manger.  ''Ah!"  ex- 
claims St.  Bernard,  '*Ah!  Mary,  carefully 
conceal  the  splendor  of  this  new  S:ia 
lay  him  in  the  manger,  cover  liim  with 
his  scanty  clothing ;  that  poor  clotliing  is 
oui'  wealth,  the  iTide  clotliing  of  013-  Sav- 
ior is  more  pj'ecious  than  piirjjlo    md  the 
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manger  is  more  glorious  than  the  thi'ones 
of  kings."  Oh!  what  must  have  been 
Mary's  joy  at  that  moment !  Let  us  hear 
St.  Basil:  ''How  shall  1  call  thee?"  ex- 
claims the  daughter  of  the  Patriarchs, 
while  she  bends  over  the  infant  God.  A 
mortal! — but  tliou  hast  been  conceived 
by  a  Divine  operation.  A  God  I — but 
thou  hast  a  human  body!  Ought  I  come 
to  thee  with  incense,  or  offer  thee  my 
milk  f— ought  I  bestow  on  thee  a  mother's 
cares,  or,  with  forehead  bowed  to  the  dust, 
serve  thee  as  thy  slave?  " 

"  And  there  were  in  the  same  country 
shepherds  watching,  and  keeping  the 
night-watches  over  theh  flock.  And  be- 
hold, an  angel  of  the  Lord  stood  by  them, 
and  the  brightness  of  God  shone  round 
about  them,  and  they  feared  with  a  great 
fear.  And  the  angel  said  to  them:  Fear 
not;  for  behold  I  bring  you  good  tidings 
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of  great  joy,  that  shall  be  to  all  the 
people :  For  this  day  is  bom  to  you  a 
Savior,  who  is  Christ  the  Lord,  in  the  city 
of  David.  '  And  this  shall  be  a  sign  unto 
you:  You  shall  find  the  infant  wrapped 
m  swaddling  clothes,  and  laid  in  a  manger. 
And  suddenly  there  was  with  the  angel  a 
multitude  of  the  heavenly  army,  praising 
Grod,  and  saying:  Glory  to  God  in  the 
highest;  and  on  earth  peace  to  men  oi 
good  will." — Luke,  ii.  8-14. 

The  angels  rethed,  the  celestial  psalm- 
ody ceased,  and  the  enraptured  shepherds 
listened,  till  they  heard  only  the  night 
winds  sweeping  through  the  valley.  They 
then  took  counsel  of  each  other  and  said 
— ^'  Let  us  go  over  to  Bethlehem  and  see 
tliis  word  that  is  core 3  to  pass,  which  the 
Lord  hath  showed  to  us".  And  they 
came  with  haste;  and  they  found  Mary 
and  Joseph,  and  the  infant  lying  in  the 
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manger.  And  seeing,  they  understood  ol 
tlie  word  that  had  been  spoken  to  them 
concernmg  this.  And  all  that  heard  won- 
dered: and  at  those  things  that  were  told 
them  by  the  sheplierds.  But  Mary  kept 
all  these  words,  pondering  them  in  her 
heart.  And  the  shepherds  returned,  glori  - 
fying  and  praising  God  for  all  the  things 
they  had  heard  and  seen,  as  it  was  told 
unto  them." — St.  Luke,  ii.  15-20. 

Thus,  for  his  first  temple,  under  heaven, 

the   Man-God   had  a  stable It  was 

there  that  he  was  circumcised,  the  eiglith 
day  after  his  nativity.  As  he  should  re- 
ceive a  name  then,  he  was  called  Jesus, 
which  signifies  Savior;  for  he  came  to 
save  all  men. 

It  was  in  the  stable  that  our  poor  God 
received  the  adoration  of  the  shepherds 
of  Judea,  the  first  representatives  of 
Israel;  it  was  also  in  a  stable  that  God, 
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who  came  to  save  mankind,  received  the 
adoration  of  the  princes  of  the  East,  the 
ro  jal  first  fruits  of  converted  Heathenism- 
Forty  days  after  this  mai'vellous  nativ- 
ity  of  the  Savior  of  mankind,  the  humle 
Virgin  conceals  the  splendor  of  her  spot- 
less purity  and  the  divine  privilege  of 
her  vii'ginal  maternity  under  the  sombre 
veils  a  humiliating  ceremony  prescribed 
by  the  law  of  Moses,  and  obligatory  on 
every  woman  who  had  brought  forth  a 
child. 

Although  always  a  virgin,  the  chaste 
spouse  of  the  Holy  Ghost  goes,  as  it  were, 
to  cleanse  her  from  a  stain  which  she  had 
never  contracted,  and  to  join  the  other 
women  of  Israel  in  the  legal  pm^ifi  ca- 
tion. She  presents  the  infant  Grod  in  the 
Temple  of  Jerusalem,  and  likewise  the  two 
doves  that  should  be  offered  in  sacrifice. 
Here  the  futm-e  was  unveiled  to  her  eyes, 
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to  the  e  jes  of  her  whom  all  nations  shall 
call  blessed,  but  whom  all  nations  shall 
style  Queen  of  Martyrs.  Magnificent  and 
brilliant  words,  it  is  true,  fell  from  tlie 
prophetic  Hps  of  the  aged  Simeon:  the 
child  of  Mary  was  to  be  a  light  to  the 
nations  and  the  glory  of  Israel;  but  he 
was  also  to  be  a  mark  for  the  perversity 
of  man,  and  the  soul  of  hi^s  mother  was  to 
be  transpierced  by  the  sword  of  sorrow. 

Mary  was  saddened  by  these  words, 
but  she  gladly  accepted  everything  that 
came  from  God. 

After  this  ceremony  the  two  spouses 
retm-ned  to  Nazareth;  but  they  have 
scarcely  anived  when  an  angel  from 
heaven  orders  Joseph  to  take  the  child  and 
his  mother  and  fly  into  Egypt,  for  Herod 
Bought  the  child  to  slay  him. 

The  Wise  Men  who  came  from  the 
East   and  sought  the   child,    awakened 
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ETerod^s  alarm.  Herod  thouglit  tliat  in  a 
iittle  while  one  far  more  potent  than  him- 
self, would  come  to  deprive  him  of  his 
throne ;  he  therefore  determined  to 
murder  the  child  in  his  cradle ;  and  to  be 
assured  of  his  victim,  he  massacred  all  the 
children  of  Bethlehem  from  two  years  old 
and  under.  But  God  will  save  the  in- 
fant from  the  sword  of  the  tyrant,  and  he 
shall  live  to  offer  himself  a  sacrifice  on 
Calvary. 

The  angel's  words  terrified  the  hearts 
of  Joseph  and  Mary :  they  fly  by  night, 
and  pass  into  Egypt  over  roads  unknown 
to  them,  and  over  deserts,  in  the  midst  of 
a  thousand  privations  ;  but  with  them 
they  have  Jesus,  and  this  treasure  con- 
soles them  in  all  their  sorrows,  and  for 
love  of  Jesus  they  resignedly  endure  all 
the  afflictions  of  exile,  despised  as  poor 
foreigners,  by  the  haughty  unbelievers 
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of  the  land.  About  seven  years  after- 
wards, Herod  being  dead,  Joseph,  having 
received  another  admonition  from  the 
angel,  brought  back  the  mother  and  in- 
fant out  of  the  land  of  exile. 

The  humble  carpenter  applied  himself 
to  his  trade,  the  Virgin  employed  herself 
with,  her  household  duties,  and  Jesus, 
though  still  young,  worked  with  his  hands 
a.nd  assisted  his  pow  foster  father. 
This  life  of  labor  and  meditation,  this  life 
fvhich  was  so  toilsome,  and  at  the  same 
time  so  interior  and  so  perfect,  this 
mysterious  existence  of  Jesus,  Mary,  and 
Joseph  under  the  humble  roof  of  Naza- 
3  eth,  has  remained  hidden  from  the  eyes 
tf  man. 

All  we  know  of  it  is,  that  when  the 
]  ^ivine  infant  had  attained  his  twelfth 
\  ear,  Mary  and  Joseph,  who  were  strict 
0  oservers  of  the  Mosaic  law,  brought  him 
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to  Jerusalem  for  the  feast  of  the  Pasch 
Here  they  lost  him,  and  thinking  that  he 
was  with  some  of  then-  kindi'ed  or 
acquaintances,  they  were  retm'ning  from 
the  holy  city,  when  they  discovered  then* 
mistake.  Extreme  was  then-  desolation : 
they  hastened  back,  they  sought  liim  in 
all  the  streets  of  the  city,  and  after  length- 
ened inquiries  found  him  in  the  Temple, 
seated  in  the  midst  of  the  doctors, 
astonishing  them  by  his  wisdom  and 
answers.  ^'  Son,  why  hast  thou  done  so  to 
us  I"  asked  his  mother  tenderly;  '' be- 
hold thy  father  and  I  have  sought  thee 
sorrowing."  Jesus  answered :  '^  How  is 
is  that  ye  sought  me  1  did  you  not  know 
that  I  must  be  about  my  Father's 
business  f  "  13ut  they  did  not  comprehend 
what  he  said.  He  then  accompanied 
them,  and  remained  at  Nazareth  subject 
to  them      And  his  mother  kept  all  these 
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words  in  her  heart,  and  Jesus  advanced 
in  wisdom  and  age  and  grace  with  God 
and  man.  * 

In  these  few  words  the  Sacred 
Scriptures  epitomize  many  years  of  our 
Savior's  Hfe.  For  a  period  of  about 
eighteen  years  the  Holy  Family  remains 
liidden  from  our  eyes. 

It  is  believed  that  our  Lord  was  twenty- 
nine  years  of  age  when  Joseph  died :  a 
most  enviable  death.  After  embracing 
his  adopted  Son,  he  departed  this  life, 
accompanied  by  the  profound  regrets  of 
his  loving  child. 

The  Man-God  is  now  alDout  to 
commence  liis  divine  mission:  he  tears 
himself  from  the  embraces  of  his  holy 
Mother,,  quits  Nazareth,  and  retires  into 
the  desert  to  prepare  himself,  by  fasting 
and  prayer,  for  the  grand  work  of 
sa\dng  the  world.     After  this  Jesus  dwells 
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a  short  while  with  Mary,  to  calm  her 
anguish  and  console  the  troubled  heai-t 
of  that  tender  mother  by  his  presence. 

It  was  then  that  the  marriage  of  Caiia 
in  Galilee  was  solemnized.  The  spouses 
were  related  to  the  Blessed  Vhgin.  She 
was  invited  to  the  wedding,  together  with 
Jesus  and  his  fu*st  disciples.  The  wine 
failed  at  the  banquet :  the  spouses  were 
confounded.  Mary  was  the  first  to 
perceive  their  confusion  and  embarrass- 
ment; she  tm^ned  to  Jesus,  and  full  of 
confidence  and  faith  she  said  to  him : 
*'  They  have  no  wine."  And  she  waited 
till  the  moment  when  her  Son's  inter- 
position should  become  necessaiy.  Jesus, 
unable  to  resist  the  charitable .  desires  of 
his  mother,  works  his  first  miracle  at  her 
instance,  and  changes  the  water  contained 
in  six  stone  urns  into  delicious  wine. 

The  better  to  understand  some  passages 
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of  Scripture  in  which  Jesus  seems  to  have 
spoken  with  apparent  coldness  to  his 
mother,  we  deem  it  opportune  to  make 
the  following  few  remarks  : — None  can 
doubt  the  extreme  and  profound  tender- 
ness with  which  Clmst  reciprocated  the 
tenderness  and  affection  of  Mary.  From 
her  he  had  received  existence  and  the 
blood  that  flowed  in  his  veins  :  the  blood 
that  he  was  to  offer  in  sacrifice  on  the 
cross  to  take  away  the  sins  of  the  world 
was  the  gift  of  Mary,  and  of  Mary  alone 
All  the  holy  affections  which  the  Lord 
of  life  implants  in  the  soul  of  a  child  for 
tliose  from  whom  it  receives  life — all 
those  holy  affections  did  our  Lord  Jesus 
concentrate  in  the  person  of  his  blessed 
Mother.  As  God  and  Man  he  loved  this 
tender  mother ;  of  her  he  had  taken  flesh, 
and  as  God  he  loved  her  with  a  love 
transcending    all    that  is  earthly.     Tin* 8 
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was  the  only  time  in  which  the  Divinity, 
who  conferreth  all  good,  found  himself 
called  upon  to  practise  towards  the 
creature  '  tlie  virtue  of  noble  hearts, 
gratitude ;  and  that  of  Jesus  for  Mary 
augmented  in  proportion  to  all  tlie 
sacrifices,  privations,  and  labors  that  this 
holy  and  noble  Vu'gin  underwent  for  love 
of  him.  If,  therefore,  we  occasionally 
find  in  the  Scriptures,  that  Clnist 
sometimes  spoke  to  his  mother  more  like 
her  Lord  than  her  Son,  it  is  not  because 
he  lacked  affection,  or  that  he  Avas  in- 
different to  her,  but  it  is  simply  because 
lie  isolated  himself  from  eaithly  things, 
that  he  might  the  better  glorify  his 
Father,  whose  interests  were  his  primary 
consideration — interests  of  such  superla> 
tive  natm-e  as  to  occupy  wholly  the  soul 
of  the  Divine  Redeemer.  Mary  was  too 
deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction  oi 
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tlie  sacred  mission  of  her  Son  to  be 
ti'oubled  at  his  words,  if  they  sometimes 
seemed  severe  she  knew  that  the  young 
Galilean  whoL»  she  had  nourished  at  hui 
breast  was  to  ecome  the  Legislator,  and 
she  knew  fu_  well  that  he  would  soon 
cause  the  mu^aculous  transformation  to 
tal^e  place  ;  in  a  word,  she  was  intimately 
persuaded  that  her  divine  Son  would  not 
fail  to  perform  the  miracle  in  favor  of  the 
guests,  and  at  her  request. 

The  Gospel,  except  on  two  occasions, 
does  not  make  further  mention  of  Mary, 
till  the  time  of  our  Lord's  passion.  The. 
first  is  when  a  woman,  enraptured  by 
the  discoui'ses  of  Jesus,  exclaimed, 
j'  Blessed  are  the  breasts  that  gave  the^ 
suck."  But  Jesus  immediately  replied, 
*' Blessed  are  those  who  hear  the  Word 
of  God  and  keep  it."  Jesus  wished  thus 
pubhcly   to  congratulate  Mary  less  for 
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being  his  mother,  than  for  having 
merited  this  honor  by  her  submission  to 
the  will  of  God.  Behold,  he  seems  to 
Bay  to  them,  what  you  should  imitate  in 
my  mother!  The  second  occasion  is, 
when  some  one  came  to  Jesus  whilst  he 
was  instructing  the  people,  and  said  to 
him  that  his  Mother  was  there ;  Jesus 
replied,  looking  round  on  his  disciples, 
^'  My  mother  and  my  brethren  are  those 
who  hear  the  Word  of  God  and  keep  it." 
This  answer  which,  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, might  seem  stern,  was  per- 
fectly mysterious,  and  at  the  same  time 
necessary,  in  relation  to  those  who  were 
listening  to  him.  The  Jews,  to  whom 
he  was  announcing  the  kingdom  of, 
heaven,  regarded  li'm  as  a  mere  man, 
and  were  accuston  od  to  say,  "Is  not 
tliis  the  son  of  Joseph  the  carpenter? — 
Is  not  his  mother  called  Mary  1 — ai-e  not 
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his  relatives  amongst  us  1 "  Our  Savior, 
therefore,  would  have  them  regard  him 
not  as  solely  the  son  of  Mary,  But  rather 
that  they  should  recognize  in  his  person 
the  character  of  his  divinity,  which  they 
would  not  acknowledge,  although  he 
clearly  manifested  it  by  his  words  and 
works. 

It  is  certain  that  Mary  followed  Jesus 
in  all  his  journeys,  and  that  she  ac- 
companied the  holy  women  of  whom 
the  Scripture  makes  occasional  mention, 
giving  us  to  understand  that  they  at- 
tached themselves  to  the  person  of  the 
Di^dne  Redeemer.  How  could  we 
doubt  this,  when  we  find  her  following 
her  Son  amidst  all  his  ignominies,  stand- 
ing at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  and  ming- 
Hng  her  tears  with  the  blood  of  her 
Son  1  And,  oh !  during  the  three  last 
years  of  the  Hfe  of  Jesus,  how  much  had 
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her  tender  soul  to  suffer  amidst  every 
species  of  persecution  and  sorrows  that 
man  heaped  upon  her  divine  Son.  But 
Mary  was  always  filled  with  a  holy 
resignation — always  inspired  with  sen- 
timents of  entire  subjection  to  God; 
nay,  in  the  midst  of  all  those  tribulations, 
alarms,  and  insults,  she  proved  herself  to 
be  the  most  perfect  as  well  as  the  most 
admnable  of  mothers.  ^^  Mary,"  says  a 
pious  writer,  ^'  was  not  only  a  holy  dove 
hiding  herself  in  the  crevices  of  the  rock 
— a  pm-e  Virgin,  chosen  to  feed  with  her 
milk,  and  cradle  in  her  arms,  a  heavenly 
guest :  she  was  likewise  a  valiant  woman, 
whom  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  place  in 
all  the  situations  and  trials  of  life,  in 
order  that  the  daughters  of  Eve  might 
have  an  example  to  follow,  and  a  model 
to  imitate."  In  her  hours  of  desolation, 
in   the   garden   of  Gethsemane,   in   the 
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judgment  hall,  and  on  Calvary,  the 
mother  of  Jesus  must  have  remembx?red 
the  words  of  aged  Simeon,  and  she  must 
have  felt  the  sword  of  grief  piercing  her 
soul.  Oh !  how  truly  might  not  that 
afEicted  mother  have  exclaimed  in  these 
moments — "  All  ye  who  pass  the  way, 
come  and  see  if  there  be  grief  like  mine." 
0  God  !  at  this  dread  hour  what  a  sacri- 
fice didst  thou  demand  from  the  Mother 
and  Son! 

At  last  the  grand  mystery  of  man's 
salvation  approaches  its  completion:  the 
august  victim  is  on  the  altar.  Jt^as, 
overwhelmed  with  afflictions,  ha&  no 
more  blood  to  shed,  and  is  aboul  to 
breathe  his  last  gasp ;  it  is  then  he 
addi*essed  the  last  words  to  Mary;  he 
bequeaths  his  mother  to  the  well-beloved 
disciple,  and  the  well-beloved  disciple  to 
nis  Mother;  "Woman,  behold  thy  son,'' 
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and  then,  "Jolm,  behold  thy  mother.^ 
Such  was  the  last  proof  of  the  immense 
love  of  Jesus  for  men.  He  left  them 
Mary  for  a  mother ;  for  in  the  person  of 
Saint  John  has  he  not  called  all  mankind 
her  children?  and  ever  since  then  Mary 
has  not  ceased  to  employ  her  all-powerful 
intercession  with  Jesus  Cln-ist  in  our 
behalf,  and  to  discharge  for  us  all,  just 
as  well  as  sinners,  the  duties  of  the 
tenderest  of  mothers. 

When  the  adorable  body  of  Jesus  was 
taken  down  from  the  cross,  his  holy 
Mother  received  it  in  her  arms,  and  upon 
her  knees  was  laid  the  bleeding  and 
mutilated  form  of  the  Man-God.  But, 
oh !  what  was  her  joy,  when  she  beheld 
her  Son  and  her  God  triumphing  over 
the  grave,  and  when,  a  little  while 
afterwards,  she  assisted  at  his  glorious 
asceuBion.      Beholding  the  splendors  of 
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heaven  revealed  to  her  eyes — ^beholdin^ 
the  ineffable  glories  of  her  Son,  must  not 
Mary  have  been  the  happiest  of  mothers  ? 

The  Scriptm-e  does  not  tell  us  that 
Jesus  Christ  appeared  to  his  mother  after 
his  Resurrection ;  but  who  could  doubt 
it?  She  was  the  last  whom  he  named 
in  the  hour  of  his  death ;  and  surely,  it 
is  only  reasonable  to  suppose  that  she 
was  one  of  the  first  to  whom  he  appeared 
after  his  Resurrection.  After  having 
accompanied  him  to  Jerusalem  with  the 
apostles  and  holy  women,  she  doubtless 
went  with  the  former  into  GaUlee,  and 
then  returned  with  them  to  Jerusalem, 
where,  according  to  St.  Luke,  she 
remained  from  the  moment  of  her  Son's 
ascension  till  the  descent  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  upon  the  apostles. 

When  the  promised  Paraclete  de- 
scended on  the  apostles,  who  persevered 
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tmanimously  in  prayer,  she  too  was  pre- 
sent,  thus  becoming*,  as  it  were,  the 
luminous  column  that  guided  the  first 
steps  of  the  new  born  Church. 

The  Holy  Scriptures  say  nothing  of 
the  late  years  of  Mary.  It  is  thought 
that  she  retired  for  some  years  from 
Jerusalem,  when  the  persecution  broke 
out  which  (about  the  year  44)  compelled 
the  apostles  to  fly  from  the  deicide  city. 
It  would  appear  that  she  went  with 
her  adopted  son,  St.  John,  to  the  city  of 
Ephesus ;  and  some  authors  are  of 
opinion  that  she  died  there.  The  most 
commonly  received  opinion  is,  that  she 
expired  in  Jerusalem,  surrounded  by  the 
apostles  and  disciples  of  Jesus. 

Hers  was  less  a  death  than  a  tranquil 
sleep,  in  which  the  most  perfect  and 
most  humble  of  creatures,  the  best- 
beloved  daughter  of  the  Heavenly  Father, 
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the  chaste  spouse  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the 
devout  Mother  of  the  Son,  quitted  her 
long  exile,  to  go  and  take  her  seat  on  a 
hrone  at  the  right  hand  of  Jesus, 
eminently  raised  above  all  the  elect  and 
angels. 

It  is  commonly  believed  that  Mary 
died  on  the  night  of  the  15th  of  August, 
in  the  forty- sixth  year  of  our  era.  Others 
think  that  her  death  occm-red  in  the  fifth 
year  of  the  reign  of  Claudius,  i.  e.,  in  the 
798th  year  of  Eome,  or  forty-fifth  of  the 
Christian  era.  Some  say  that  she  lived 
sixty- one  years,  others  fifty- two,  and 
others  sixty- two ;  whilst  some  befieve  that 
she  passed  seventy-two  years  here  below. 

Whilst  Jesus  Chiist  was  crowning  his 
blessed  Mother  in  heaven,  constituting 
her  queen  of  heaven  and  earth,  the 
mourning  apostles  entombed  her  virginal 
body  in  Gethsemane. 
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Three  days  after  her  august  obsequies, 
Thomas,  who  alone  was  absent  at  the 
time  of  her  decease,  returned  from  a 
distant  region.  He  wished  once  more  to 
contemplate  the  features  of  the  Mother 
of  Jesus,  to  gaze  once  more  on  the  living 
ark  of  the  Most  High,  on  the  tabernacle 
of  the  Word  made  Flesh.  Thereon  the 
sepulchre  was  opened ;  but  according  to 
St.  John  of  Damascus,  and  the  greater 
number  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Fathers, 
the  sacred  body  was  not  to  be  found.  It 
had  gone  to  be  reunited  to  its  holy  soul, 
and  to  enjoy  never-ending  happiness. 
The  most  pure  and  immaculate  body  of 
the  Vh-gin  was  not  to  be  a  prey  to  the 
corruption  of  the  sepulchre  ;  and  accord- 
ing to  the  expression  of  the  hymn  sung 
on  the  Feast  of  the  Assumption,  ''  Death 
was  not  to  hold  in  its  chains  her  who  had 
given  to  the  world  the  Author  of  lifer 
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PRAYER. 

0  Virgin,  abyss  of  perfections,  im- 
perishable treasure  of  graces  !  0  Mary, 
our  all-powerful  Mother,  thou  hope  of 
Cliristians,  queen  of  angels  and  of  the 
world  !  deign  to  watch  over  us  on  the 
perilous  ways  of  our  sad  pilgrimage,  and 
grant,  we  beseech  thee,  that  we  may  be 
made  partakers  of  the  blessedness  that 
thou  art  now  enjoying  in  heaven.     Amen. 


THE   LITANY  OF  THE  BLESSED 
VIRGIN. 

Anthem. 

We  fly  to  thy  patronage,  0  holy  Mother 
of  God  !  despise  not  our  prayers  in  our 
necessities,  but  deUver  us  from  all  dangers, 
0  thou  ever  glorious  and  blessed  Virgin  I 

Lord,  have  mercy  on  us. 

Christ,  have  mercy  on  us. 
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Lord,  have  mercy  on  us. 

Chi'ist,  hear  us. 

Christ,  graciously  hear  us. 

God,  the  Father  of  Heaven,  have  mercy 

on  us. 
God,  the  Son,   Redeemer  of  the  world, 

have  mercy  on  us. 

God,  the  Holy  Ghost,  have  mercy  on  us. 

Holy  Trinity,  one  God,  have  mercy  on  us. 

Holy  Mary, 

Holy  Mother  of  God, 

Holy  Virgin  of  virgins, 

Mother  of  Christ, 

Mother  of  divine  grace,  Jy 

Most  pm-e  mother,  ;i 

Most  chaste  mother,  '      ^ 

Mother  undefiled, 

Mother  inviolate. 
Most  amiable  mother, 

Most  admnable  mother, 

Mother  of  our  Creator^ 
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Mother  of  our  Redeemer, 
Most  prudent  virgin, 
Most  venerable  vii'gin, 
Most  renowned  virgin, 
Most  powerful  virgin, 
Most  merciful  virgin, 
Most  faithful  virgin, 
MiiTor  of  justice. 
Seat  of  wisdom, 
Cause  of  our  joy. 


I 

Spiritual  vessel,  S 


Honorable  vessel. 

Vessel  of  singular  devotion, 

Mystical  rose, 

Tower  of  David, 

Tower  of  ivory, 

House  of  gold. 

Ark  of  the  covenant. 

Gate  of  Heaven, 

Morning  star. 

Health  of  the  weak. 
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Kefuge  of  sinners, 

Comfoi-ter  of  the  afflicted, 

Help  of  Christians, 

Qaeen  of  angels,  ^.^ 

Queen  of  p'o"vtriarchs,  2 

Queen  of  prophets,  v^ 

Queen  of  apostles,  ^ 

Queen  of  martyrs,  ^ 

Queen  of  confessors, 

Queen  of  virgins. 

Queen  of  all  saints, 

Holy  Mary,   conceived  without  original 

sin. 

Lamb  of  God,  who  takest  away  the 
sins    of  the   world,    Spare  us,   0  Lord! 

Lamb  of  God,  who  takest  away  the  inss 
of  the  world,  Graciously  hear  uSy  0  Lord! 

Lamb  of  God,  who  takest  away  the 
sins  of  the  world.  Have  mercy  on  uSj  0 
Lord  ! 

(Jhrist    hear    us.     Christ,    graciously 
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hear  us.  Lord,  have  mercy  on  us. 
Christ,  have  mercy  on  us.  Lord,  havA 
mercy    on  us. 

Our  Father,  &c. 

V.  Pray  for  us,  0  holy  Mother  of 
God! 

R.  That  we  may  be  made  worthy  of 
the  promises  of  Christ. 

PRAYER. 

Pour  forth,  we  beseech  thee,  0  Lord  f 
thy  grace  into  our  hearts,  that  we,  to 
whom  the  incarnation  of  Christ,  thy  Son, 
was  made  known  by  the  message  of  an 
angel,  may,  by  his  passion  and  cross,  be 
brought  to  the  glory  of  his  resurrection 
through  the  same  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

A^«^-         Holy  Ghost  Co: 

SCHOLASTICATE, 

Pittsburgh,- Pa. 
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THE  CONSOLING  THOUGHTS 

OF 

ST.  FRANCIS  DE  SALES. 


The  writings  of  St.  Francis  de  Sales  are  the 
fruit  of  grace  and  experience. — Fenelon. 

In  his  writings  we  have  the  morality  of  the 
Sacred  Scriptures  and  the  Holy  Fathers  reduced 
to  true  principles  and  practical  rules.  —  Fere  de 
Tournemine. 

Francis  de  Sales  is  truly  sublime :  there  is  no 
one  among  moderns  with  such  sweetness,  who  has 
a  hand  so  steady  and  experienced  as  his,  to  ele- 
vate souls  to  perfection  and  to  detach  them  from 
themselves.  —  Bossuet. 

The  doctrine  of  St.  Francis  de  Sales  is  a  food, 
not  of  earth  but  of  heaven,  which,  from  the  same 
substance,  nourishes,  like  the  manna,  all  kinds  of 
persons  ;  and  I  am  able  to  say,  without  offending 
against  the  respect  which  I  owe  to  all  other  writers, 
that  after  the  Holy  Scriptures  there  are  no  works 
that  have  better  maintained  piety  among  the 
faithful  than  those  of  this  holy  bishop.  —  Bour- 
daloue. 


r  conjure  you  anew  to  make  the  works  of  M.  de 
Sales  your  delight  and  your  dearest  study.  I 
have  read  them  I  cannot  tell  how  many  times,  and 
I  would  not  dispense  myself  from  reading  them 
again  :  they  never  lose  the  charm  of  novelty :  they 
always  seem  to  me  to  say  something  more  than 
they  had  said  before.  Such  is  my  opinion  of  this 
great  Saint.  —  Pope  Alexander  VII. 

You  cannot  read  anything  more  useful  than  the 
works  of  St.  Francis  de  Sales  in  which  everything 
is  pleasing  and  consoling.  — Fenelon. 

The  very  title  of  the  book  pleases,  and  should 
secure  a  large  number  of  readers.  How  many 
souls  are  there  to-day  who  stand  in  need  of  being 
encouraged  and  consoled?  ....  Blessed, 
then,  be  the  pious  author  who  has  received  the 
happy  inspiration  of  assembling  together  the 
Consoling  Thoughts  of  St.  Francis  de  Sales, 
the  sweetest  and  most  amiable  of  the  Saints  and 
one  of  the  greatest  masters  of  the  spiritual  life. 
—  Catholic  Bibliography. 
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